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JOURNAL 


OF 


THE SENATE, 


OF THE 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 


At a MEETING OF THE LEGISLATURE oF THE STATE oF Mais- 
SISSIPPI, CONVENED IN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION, IN THE 
CAPITOL, at Jackson, on Mownpay, THE Eicnreenta Day 
OF NOVEMBER, IN THE YEAR oF our Lorp One Tuov- 
sanp Extent HUNDRED anp FIFTY, AND IN THE Seveny- 
FOURTH YEAR OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE. 


MONDAY. Novemser 18TH, 1850. 


BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the day and year aforesaid, being 
the time and place designated by the Proclamation of His Ex- 
cellency John Anthony Quitman, Governor of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, issued on the 26th day of September, 1850, for the 
assemblage of the Legislature aforesaid: 

At 11 o’clock A. M., the Honorable John I. Guion, Senator 
from the Senatorial District, composed of the county of Hinds, 
took the Chair as President, pro. tem., and called the Senate to 
order. 

The Seeretary of the Senate then called the roll of the Senate. 
whereupon the following Senators appeared in their seats, to wit : 
Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, Cannon, Carter, Davis, 
Golladay, Greer, Guion, Hodges, McAfee, Reynolds, Singleton, 
Stone, Stewart, Torrey, Talliferro, Thompson, Tait, and White 
—2l. 

A quorum appearing, the Chair announced that the members 
elect to fill the vacancies which had occurred since the last 
adjournment, were invited to present their credentials, and take 
the oath, prescribed by the Constitution. 

.. Whereupon, Mr. Cannon presented the credentials of the Hon. 
James Whitfield, Senator elect from the Senatorial District, com- 
posed of the county of Lownds, to fill the vacancy occasioned by 
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the death of the Hon. Dabney Lipscomb, late President of the 
Senate. The oath prescribed by the Constitution having been 
administered to Mr. Whitfield, he tọok his seat in the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the Senate proceeded to the elee- 
tion of President to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of the 
Honorable Dabney Lipscomb. 

Messrs. Singleton & Stewart were appointed tellers to conduct 
said election, and forfhwith,the: Secretary, proceeded to call the 
roll, when, upon the first ballot, the vote stood as follows, to wit: 
John J. Guion, of the county of Hinds, received 20 votes; 
James Whitfield received 2 votes; Walker Brooke, 1 vote; W. 
A. Stone, 1 vote, and T. Jones Stewart, 1 vote. 

Whereupon, the Chair announced that, inasmuch as the Hon. 
John I. ’Guion had received á majority of all the votes tast, he 
was duly elected President of the Senate, to fill the unexpired 
term of said office. 

Mr. Cannon asked .and obtained leave to offer the following 
resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That J. A. Orr, the Secretary of this body at its last 
session, is deemed to hold his office during its present session, 
which was read, and on motion of Mr. Cannon, was adopted. 

Mr. Greer asked and obtained leave to offer the following reso- 
lution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to inform the House 
of Representatives that the Senate have convened in pursuance of 
the Proclamation of the Governor, and have elected the Honorable 
John I. Guion, President, and are now ready to proceed to 
business, which . was read, and on motion of Mr. Greer, was 
adopted. 

Mr. Cannon asked, and obtained leave to offer the following 
resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Senate adopt the same rules for its govern- 
ment at the present session, as at its last, which was read, and 
on motion of Mr. Cannon, was adopted. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre. 
sentatives through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit : 

Mr. Prestpent: I am instructed by the House of Represen- 
tatives, to inform the Senate, that they have‘ convened in pursuance 
of the Governor’s Proclamation, formed a quorum, and:are now 
ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Whitfield asked, and obtained leave to offer the following 
resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That a Committee of three on the part of the Senate, 
me on the part of the House of Representatives, be 

inted to wait on his Excellency the Governor, and inform him 

that both branches of the Legislature are now organized, and pre- 

ared to receive any communication from him; which was read, 
and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, was adopted. 
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Messrs. Whitfield, Drane, and Brooke, were appointed said 
Committee, on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Cannon asked, and obtained leave to offer the following 
resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, that 
the compensation of the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk 
of the House of Representatives, shall be claimed and received in 
conformity with the law in force at the time of their election, 
which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolution read the second time, and adopted. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit : 

Mr. Prestpenr: The House of Representatives have con- 
curred in the joint resolution of the Senate appointing a Commit- 
tee of three on the part of the Senate, and on the 
part of the House of Representatives, to wait on his Excellency 
the Governor, and inform him that both branches of the Legis- 
lature are now organized, and ready to receive any communica- 
tion he may think proper to make ; and have appointed on the part 
r the House, Messrs. Hinds, Hemingway, Smith, Henry and 

oote. 

Mr. Brooke asked, and obtained leave to offer the following 
resolutions, to wit: 

Resolved, That we have been with deep regret informed of the 
death of Benjamin Kennedy, late Senator from the county of 
Carroll, and feel that this body has lost an efficient and able mem- 
ber, and society a useful and estimable citizen. 

Resolved, That we sincerely condole with the family of the 
deceased, in the solemn dispensation with which it has pleased 
Providence to afflict them, and that the Secretary be instructed to 
forward them a copy of these resolutions as testimonials of our 
sympathy and regard; which were read, and on motion of Mr. 
Brooke, were unanimously adopted. ‘ 

Mr. Whitfield from the- joint committee appointed to wait on . 
his Excellency the Governor, and inform him that both branches 
of the Legislature were organized, and ready to receive any com- 
munication from him, made the following report, to wit: 

Mr. Presripent: The joint Committee to wait on his Excel- 
lency the Governor, and inform him that both branches of the 
Legislature were organized, and.ready to receive any communica- 
tton from him, have performed that duty, and instructed me to say, 
that the Governor will forthwith deliver a message in writing, to 
both branches of the Legislature, which was read, and on motion 
of Mr. Whitfield, was received. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor, through his private Secretary Mr. McDonald, to wit: 
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“MESSAGE OF THE GOVERNOR: 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives : 


A highsense of duty has induced me to convene the Legislature 
in extraordinary session. Were I disposed to shift from myself 
the responsibility of this act, I might point to the firm and patri- 
otic résolutions of your honorable bodies, passed at the last session 
on the subject of our Federal relations, as a full justification of 
my course; but, inasmuch as the Constitution confides this impor- 
tant power solely to the discretion of the Governor, I am quite 
eontent to rest the propriety of my action upon reasons and con- 
siderations, which I shall proceed briefly to lay before you, and 
which I doubt not, will be deemed satisfactory both by you, and by 
our common constituents, thé people. I shall study to present 
them with simplicity, candor and truth. 

- Probably no free representative Government has ever existed, 
which has not heen agitated by the contests of rival interests, 
When these happen to be scattered and diffused throughout a whole 
community, the excitement thereby produced, is healthy and bene- 
ficial; but, when these interests are local and sectional, growing 
out of diversity of climate and productions, the contest soon be- 
comes a struggle for supremacy, too often attended with jealousy, 
bitterness and hatred, especially when the rival sections are dis- 
tinguished by dissimilar and incongruous social systems. The 
eontest which has lohg been waged by the Northern or non-. 
slaveholding States, led on by.New England, against the South- 
ern or slaveholding states, has begun to partake of the latter char- 
acter. It commenced in a confliet of interests, about manufac- 

. tures, navigation laws, local appropriations, &c., and has ended 
in a war of extermination against the institution of domestic sla- 
very, or rather, against the states in which the system exists.  -. 

This hostility to slavery has now become the all-absorbing, `. 
all-controlling element of political action and party movement,< 
both in Congress and throughout the Northern States. Political ' 
parties, unite, separate, and are modified with reference to it. $ 
Political platforms are built upon it. It is the main question in 
the selection of candidates for all offices. It is the active element 
of religious, benevolent, charitable, and even literary associations, 
and the spice which seasohs private society. The Constitution 
of the United States, the rights of the States, the gravest qtes- 
tions of public policy, all are construed aiid determined wi | 
reference to this question of domestic slavery; and the Congress ; 
of the United States, whose powers are limited mainly to the regu. 
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lation of national and external objects, are now found devoting 
nearly all their time to subjects of a domestic nature, over which 
it was never intended that they-should exercise; jurisdiction... zy 

It‘thight be interesting to tracé the progress of the abolition, or 
anti-slavery excitement, from its. small beginnings to its present 
overshadowing influence, when it aétually sways the whole ma- 
chinery of the Federal Govern.: ent. But it is sufficient, in this 
connection, to ‘state the question ds it was, during the last session 
of the Legislature, and to present forcibly the changes which 
have since occurred. 3 

By the war with Mexico, we had acquired a vast and valuable 
territory. Its area is large enough to constitute fifteen states of 
medium size, A portion of this territory, fronting for more than 
1000 miles upon the Pacific ocean, abounds with good harbors, 
which command the rich commerce of the Indies, of China, and 
of the Southern Archipelago. It contains too, within its bosom, 
inexhaustible beds of the precious metals. No country ever dis- 
covered, has suddenly presented so many brilliant attractions for 
adventurers, and none has risen into notice with, more rapidity. 
The exclusive possession and enjoyment of this vast and rich ter- 
ritory, soon excited the avarice and lust for power of the North, 
and for a time, all anti-slavery schemes were merged.in the lead- 
ing one of excluding the South from this joint possession. The 
whole force of the contest was turned upon this point. The North. 
determined to exclude slavery. The South seemed equally deter- 
mined not to submit to such insulting and unjust discrimination. 
The firm and decided. position of the slaveholding states, en- 
forced respect, and fora time, seemegl to promise security and 
protection against the contemplated outrage: .In the mean time, 
while the rival sections maintained this attitude, a deep political 
intrigue was devised and set on.fopt, to effect indirectly the pur- 
pose of excluding the Southern States from the coynmon territory. 
The transient and floating population which had poured into the 
country, were instigated and encouraged to usurp the sovereign 
domain of the best and most'valuable portions of that country, 
cut off the Southern States from all participation therein, and to. 
demand from Congress the sanction of their illegal proceedings, 
and admission into the Union as a State. Encouraged by the 
Federal administration, in the way of whose political: schemes 
these questions lay as stumbling blocks, this stupendous plot to 
defraud the Southern States by an abuse of the power to admit 
new States, notwithstanding its monstrous injustice, was beginning 
to develop its progress during your last session of the Legislature. 
So palpable did its real purpose appear to those who had closely. 
watched its progress, that both our Senators in Congress, and all 
our representatives, in,an official communication addressed to me, 
to be laid. before the Legislature and the, people, declared, that 
they regarded this measure, the admission of California, as the 
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Wilmot Proviso, in another form. ‘ Ht was too grossly unjust to be 
urged «s'a measure by. itsélf. Its deformity was: tod apparent.’ 
Even ‘its principal sponses did not in the eommencement, venture 
te<advocate the proposition alone. - To break the force’ of thé 
blow, and to palliate its effects, they connected it with other mea- 
sures, some of them objectionable, and others practically useless 
and immaterial. It was called a compromise, an adjustment, and’ 
many patriotic men in the South, were, no doubt, misled by the 
false, hollow, and deceptive appliances, which were, without’ 
scruple, resorted to, to bolster up and sustain it. 

Such was the state of the controversy at the period of the ad- 
journment of our Legislature. It was still hoped that the outrage 
would not be consummated: at any rate, the Legislature did not 
think fit to anticipate so important a contingeney, but deemed the 
precaution sufficient to leave it, with other causes of complaint, 
to the consideration of the Southern Convention, then shortly 
expected to assemble at Nashville. The Legislature indicated 
no disposition to fall back from the positions which had been 
assumed by the October Convention, advocated by both great po- 
litical parties in the State canvass, and maintained with great 
apparent unanimity in numerous popular meetings. Those posi- 
tions were, that we were entitled to a just participation in the use 
and enjoyment of the Territory conquered from Mexico, and that. 
we could not, without dishonor, submit to be exeluded from it._ 
‘Fhe Nashville Convention, whose determinations were by antici- \ 
pation, adopted by our Legislature, had most formally insisted | 
upon these territorial rights, and had only, for the sake of -peace 
and union, agreed to acquiesce, in a division of the territory by 
the line of 36 deg. 30 min. with the express declaration that this 
was to. be the extreme concession of the States therein represented. 

All these protests and determinations, were before Congress, and 
would probably have commanded respect, and secured the rights 
of the South, had the same firmness and unanimity been_maintain- 
ed, which marked the commencement of the contest. But unfor- 
tunately for the peace of the country, defections from our ranks oc- 
curred, the attitude. of the South ceased to command respect, and 
the obnoxious measures, which had been debated by Congress for 
nine months, became laws. - ‘ 

By these means, the slaveholding States have been abso- 
lutely excluded from the greater portion, and by- far the 
most: valuable part, of all the territory acquired from Mexico, 
comprehended within the limits of California, and comprising 
the whole coast of the Pacific, the gold mines, and an area 
large enough for ten States of medium size’; and although the less 
important territories of Utah and New Mexico, have been organized 
` without the Wilmot Proviso, yet in both these cases the majority - 
in. Congress expressly refused to repeal or suspend the Mexican 
laws, which were supposed to interdict the introduction of slavery - 


10 


into these regions. The doubt and danger, theréfore, which spro- 
round its introduction into these. territories, amount to an actual: 
prohibition, and.ao it. was considered. by the majority in Congressy | 
who stood ready, had the emergency required it, to stop the extens 
sion of slavery by positive prohibitions. 

. May I not, then, be. justified in ‘asserting that by these 
Measures the slaveholding States have been virtually ex- 
cluded frem the use and enjoyment of every acre of the 
vast public domain acquired from Mexico ? 

Even this is not all we have to complain of. By one of the 

a bills of the series, ten millions of dollars of the public monies 
raised by taxation from the industry of the country, have been 

, voted, to purchase from Texas a portion of her soil, for no other 

£ apparent object than to convert it to “free soil purposes.” Would 
it be a greater stretch of power to apply the Federal treasury 
to the purchase of their slaves, to make them free? 

I will not, however, dwell upon these incidents. My pur- 
pose leads me to examine the act of Congress admitting Cali- 
fornia, with reference to its character, its bearing upon the 
political destiny of the country, and its effects upon the Southern 
States in a pecuniary point of view. ‘To commence with the last. 
The value of slaves depends upon the demand for their labor. The 
history of the cultivation of our great staples shows, that this 
value is permanently enhanced by the opening of new fields of 
labor. The immense profits which have and still continue to re- 
ward well directed industry in the gold mines of California, ex- 
ceeding those which have ever flowed from mere labor, unmixed | 
with capital, or mechanical skill, would have furnished a demand 
for the application of slave labor, inexhaustible in extent and in- 
finite in duration. Had this wide field for investment been open 
to the slave labor of the Southern States, wages would have risen, 
and consequently the value of slaves at home would have been 
greatly enhanced. Many hundred millions of dollars would have 
been added to the capital of the Southern States, had they been 
merely permitted to avail themselves of the benefits to which they 
were entitled under the Constitution of the United States. Had 
the common territory, acquired by joint valor and purchased by 
joint treasure, been honestly and fairly open to their use and oc- 
cupation as joint proprietors; had equal, even-handed justice been 
extended to them, they would now be rejoicing and exultant in the 
activity, energy, general prosperity and above all, confidence in 
the future, which would have been imparted by such expansion. 
To this estimate of the pecuniary interest, lost to the South by the 
unauthorised interference of Congress, may properly be added the 
probable enhanced price of our great staples, caused by the ab- 
straction of a portion of ‘the labor, now employed in their growth, 
and threatening in time over production. Had these profitable 
and permanent fields of labor been left open to us, all fears of 
such results, would have been forever dissipated. 
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These estimates of pecuniary interest-are fair and jast. ‘They 
are founded upon the fixed opinion of almost every well: infora- 
ed person among us, that' had the Government dealt justly, and: 
left these territories free and open to the people of the slave. 
holding States, for a reasonable time, a large portion of them 
would have eventually come into the Union as slaveholding States. 
But deeply as this measure may have affetted our pecuniary intér- 
ests, it is far more important when regarded in its political as- 
pect. The admission of California has furnished for all time to 
come, a most dangerous precedent of Executive interference, in 
the creation of States. By its admission, it is now conceded, 
that the first body of adventurers who may chance to assemble on 
the public domain, may usurp absolute dominion over it, and ap- 
propriate it to themselves, regardless of the rights of the people 
of the sovereign States of this Union. The precedent is new 
set that no legal authority, civil organization, enumeration of 
inhabitants, qualifications of electors, or other formalities are 
necessary to constitute a State, or to admit her into the Union, 
provided the institution of domestic slavery be excluded. 

Who cannot see in this violent, hasty and unprecedented 
act of ushering a State into this Union, the purpose of un- 


settling the equilibrium between the slaveholding and non-. 


slaveholding States? And how long will it be, before this 
monstrous precedent will be resorted to, to create and intro- 
duce other new States for the purpose of attaining other 
anti-slavery objects? The’ whole character and. structure 
of our Government has been changed by this act, and the 
principle admitted that new free States may be created ad libitum. 
And how has this been done? I assert, by a most flagrant viola- 
tion not only of the principles of justice and equality, but also 
by a breach of the Constitutional compact between the States. 
I mean to say, that the act of Congress admitting California, al- 
though not a question cognizable by the judicial department, was 
irregular, unconstitutional and void, as to the other States. 

The power granted to Congress over the territory, or other property 
belonging to the United States, necessarily excludes the assumption 
that the right of empire or of sovereignty resides in the inhabi- 
tants of the territory while such, because the authority delegated 
to Congress is utterly inconsistant with the existence of such 
sovereign power in the inhabitants. This right of sovereignty 
over the territory, not resting in the inhabitants, under the Consti- 
tution, must. reside- in the States or the people of the several 
States of the Confederacy. Their ownership of the soil, right 
of eminent domain, and sovereignty, are joint and equal. 

The Constitution of the United States confers upon Congress 
the right to admit into the Union, “new States,” not territories, and 
as they are to be admitted on an equal footing with the. original 
States, they must be necessarily at the time of their admission 
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political communities, possessing all-the rights and attributes of 
sovereignty. As the inhabitants of the. territories do not possess 
sovereign power, there must be some act oft the part of the States, 
who do possess it, equivalent to a grant, by which that power, be- 
fore residing in the States, becomes vested in the inhabitants of 
the territory. This,act must be’performed by Congress, the con- 
stituted-agent of the States, and the power to do it is included in 


the delegation of authority to “admit new States.” — i 


The act of California, erecting herself into a State, and assum- 
ing the attributes of sovereignty, being without such authority, was- 
not predicated on her territorial relation to the United States, nor 
by virtue of authority derived from the Constitution. It was in 
fact a revolution, a seizure of sovereignty and a confiscation of the 
right of soil, which belonged to-the States. 

I am aware that it is claimed, that as Congress possess 
the right to admit new States, and as no specific limitations 
are placed upon the exercise of that power, they may at 
option overlook any irregularity which may have occurred 
in the preparation for admission. But this right must neces- 
sarily be governed and Jimited in its exercise, by the spirit of 
the Constitution. The assumption of the right of Congress to 
admit new States without limitation, and without reference to 
other provisions of the Constitution, would imply the power in’ 
Congress, in the case of California, to give validity to an act, 
which by the Constitution is not only irregular, but absolutely 
void. This involves a palpable absurdity. The assumption im- 
plies the ability on the part of Congress, to adopt as their own, 
an act void and forbidden by the instrument, from which they 
derive their whole power over the subject. 

It seems, then, too evident to admit of dispute, that all the acts 
of California, the assumption of sovereign power, the creation of 
a State, the fixing of her extensive boundaries, and the exclusion 
of slavery therein, if valid, derive their validity-solely from the 
action of Congress. In fact they are the acts of Congress ; and, 
as Congress have no power to create States, or to prohibit slavery 
either in the Territories or the States, the acts are unconstitutional 
and void, and as such, should forever be resisted by the aggrieved 
States. 

The great purposes sought to be attained by these acts, 
are but tooapparent. Independently of the cogent reason arising 
from her enormous territorial extent, the motive avowed in the 
California convention for including within her limits the whole ex- 
tent of territory, lying between Mexico and Oregon on the sea- 
board, rendered it imperative on Congress to interfere. ‘That mo- 
tive was, by the exclusion of African: slavery, to settle:-the ques- 
tion ofthe Wilmot Proviso as to that territory: Nor is the motive 
of Congress, in ratifying the acts of California a subject of doubt. 
It was to prevent the extension of the institution of slavery. ‘The 


indirection of the procéss ¢ahnot conceal its character. Itwas-ah 
‘exclusion by tlie ‘acttoii’ of ‘Congress ‘ofthe people of the slave- 
holding States, from an équel enjoyment. of the common ‘property 
of the States. Etwas; in fact,’ the application of the “Wilmot Pio: 
viso” to‘this territory? > +° > t7 5 fhe S 

Before I pass to other subjects, [ rhust riot omit to eal your atteti- 
tion to another act-of thé last session of ~Congress, passed since the 
adjournment of the Legislature, which, though not so vitally import- 
ant as that last commented on, has been properly regarded by the 
Legislature, as one of the evidences of a design by Congress fiir- 
ther to interfere with thé institution of slavery, and therefore dan- 
gerous to the riglits of.the slaveholding States. I refer to the act 
abolishing -the ‘slave ‘trade in the District of ‘Colimbia—an act 
which not only forbids the introductiofi‘of slaves into the Federal 
District for saie, and their being placed in depot to be conveyed and 
sold in other States, thereby in reality preventing the transit of this 
description of property through the District as merchandize ; but, 
by declaring slaves free under such circumstances, the act has eg- 
tablished a precedent for the abolition of slavery in the District. 

The limits of a Message do not permit me to detail other meas- 
ures which have justly caused alarm and excitement in the South; 
for, however some of our owù people may, from an anxiety to allay 
excitement, seek to excuse these measures, there ure few whose 
breasts are not filled with a dread of the dangers which from these 
quarters lower in: the horizon of the future. In‘'my opinion it 
would be weak, timid and disastrous policy to shut our eyes to these 
dangers—it is the part of wisdom to! meet them.—Let us then sur- 
vey our position and that of our opponents. 

There is nothing to encourage the hope that there will be any 
respite from aggression. Never has hostility to slavery been more 
distinctly marked or more openly asserted. Shades of difference 
in opinion may distinguish Northern statesmen, but all unite în stern 
opposition to the extension of slavery, and in‘declarations of their 
fixed determination to confine it to its present limits, and forever to 
close the public territory against us. 


The North has but just triumphed in every claim she has assert. \ 


ed, and yet at this moment of our humiliation, their people, less pa- 
tient than we, are in a blaze ef excitement at every attempt to ex- 
ecute the bill to secure the return of fugitive slaves. This plain 
compliance with one of the clearest injunctions of the Constitution 
is not only disregarded, but conventions of both political : parties, 
formal meetings‘of the people, and deliberate addresses of distin- 
guished men, openly take ground, that being against the public sen- 
timent of the people of the North, it should not be executed; and 
persons of all classes, with a pliancy of conscience which charac- 
terizes abolition philosophy, adapt their moral code and their con- 
stitutional duties, to their prejudices and their interests. ` 

Such then, is the triumphant attitude of anti-slavery. It now 
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ar the entire, Government. No questions arise in which it 
f Sees.not,intermingle.—And wherever it exhibits itself, it controls 
{ all other subjects. Every, great interest in this Government is now 
f  directedand managed by it. It hae broken, and sundered the strong 
v ties which bound together the religious denominations North and 
South. It has even now severed the bonds. which for sixty years 
have united parties, and ip‘the place, it has sewn the seeds of has- 
tility and hatred. It now stands the stern, unyielding despot, con- 
signing to the bed of Procrustes every subject whose fitness is 
questioned. 
_ What is to be the fate of the institution of domestic slavery under 
such Government? this great interest, with which the civilization 
and refinement of man gn earth is connected—upon which so 
much of the trade and commerce between Europe and America 
depends—which employs the labor of millions and distributes the 
comforts of civilization to so many families—this great social in- 
terest upon which are founded the prosperity, the happiness, and 
the very existence of the people of fourteen States of this Union? 
What is to be the fate of this institution ?.. If left to the tender mere 
cies of the Federal Government, its fate is doomed. With the pre- 
judices of the age against it, it requires for jts kind development a 
fostering Government over it. It could scarcely subsist without 
such protection. How then can it exist, much less flourish and 
prosper, under a Government hostile to it? A Government organ- 
ized upon principles of hostility and opposition to the institution ? 
Is it proper? is it philosophic? Is it not absurd, to entrust the 
prosperity, the protection, and even the existence of a great and 
delicate interest to a political power having its origin in and draw- 
ing its vigor from the very element of hostility to this interest? 

To state the proposition clearly: The Government of the United 
States is now hostile to slavery, It will hereafter be selected with 
reference to its hostility to this interest, and its activity in the use of 
the means of doing it injury. If this great and vital interest then, 
remains subject to the government and control of its enemy, i must 
perish! Sooner or later, I repeat, it must perish. To save it, to 
preserye it from destruction, or at least from a sickly, lingering, 
distempered and precarious existence, it must be protected by guar- 
anties more available than the present Constitution furnishes, or it 
‘must be wrested from the control of a power which is hostile to it,. 
and which seeks its destruction. It must, like every other great 
interest, be placed in charge of its friends. i 

In speaking of the destruction of slavery in the Southern States, 
I would not be understood as supposing that summary abolition 
could be effected even by all the power of the non-slaveholding - 
States, unless they could succeed’in exterminating the white race 
in the South ; but I refer to the disastrous and fatal consequences, 
that would befall an institution, which when properly regulated and 
protected by a fostering Government, is the most benificent and 
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advantageous. system of labor that has ever existed, from inter- 
ferences; agitatiorg, disturbances, and injurious regulations, carry- 
ing in. their train poverty, desolation and eventiial ruin to the South- 
era ‘States. ee > o i , 

‘The assumption by ‘Congress of jurisdiction: over the subject 
of ‘slavery, thë constant evidences. of growing hostility to it, 
and more than. al} the declaration sent abroad, and now received as 
inexorable law, that the area of African slavery is never to be ex- 
tended—that whatever may be the wants of the country, however 
the slavery district may be crowded with population, whatever vices 
and evils may; result from redurdarit. population, er labor unemploy- 
ed, this doonied.district.is to be hedged in by a wall of fire, and the 
common, natural and national right of expansion to be denied to it, 
aré startling faets. > ; 

Notwithstanding temporary countervailing causes, the close 
observer ean already perceive tlie injurious effects growing out 
of these indirect. assaults upon the institution of domestic 
slavery, in the necessity of more vigilant police regulations, 
and in the withdrawal of capital from the country, indicated by de- 
caying towns, neglect of public improvement, and comparative de- 
preciation of real estate. i 

How much will not these injurious effects be hastened and in- 
creased when time shall have more fully developed the fatal fact, 
that the Federal Government is now, and is forever after to be or- 
ganized, upon the principle of hostility to slavery? ‘The depression 
which follows a sense of political degradation, the decay of public 
spirit, the deterioration of public morals, not a little promoted b 
the demoralizing effects of the temptations to treachery, held out by 
the splendid patronage of the Federal Government, all will tend to 
the decay and ruin of the South. j 

Such then, gentlemen, I am called upon, by an imperious sense 
ofduty to declare, isthe present condition of Mississippi in com- 
mon with the other Southern States. The prospects before us 
_ are gloomy indeed. The times demand the firm and energetic 
action of every patriot. To. permit ourselves to float down the 
stream, without a struggle, would inevitably seal our doom. Toy 

resolve again that we will not submit to further aggressions, 
after our former resolutions have been so contemptuously disregard. ) 
ẹd, and after we have been virtually.stripped of every acre of the 
public domain, would but invite farther aggressions, if it did not 
justly subject us to the scorn and contempt of mankind. Let not 
the timid and the wavering seek to cover the indignity by a sop- 
istry. History will vindicate truth, and will hereafter record the 
admission of California, as the application by Congress of the 
Wilmot Proviso to the vast and rich domain encircled by her 
broad boundaries. , 

v» The practical good sense of Mississippi discards the shallow 
excuse. Relying upon truth and justice, she dares meet the 
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‘question, ang took it in the-face. Her:resolutions ‘have long ‘sitice 
been proclaimed: to the world, that she would: not sdbmit: She 
will not submit. She will however, select her móde ‘and théasare 
of redress, with firmness, but with wisdom and prudence; ' Néither 
her Legiglature nor her Executive, have power-ot authority to 
proclaim what will be her remedy. Their duty will be discharged, 
by calling inte activé operation the sovereign power’ of the State, 
facilitating the full exercise of its authority, and providing in the. 
mean time, that the State shall be prepared for any probable 
emergency. = : ‘ 

Since the acts of Congress above referred to, excluding the Sou- 
thern. States from all share in California, abolishing the slave trade 
in the District of Columbia, and actually asserting the right of 
liberating slaves therein,—I have never for a moment doubted that 
it was my constitutional duty, in consonance with the regolutions 
of the Legislature, to convene that body. ` Not that I, at any time, 
supposed that the remedy, or the mode and measure of redress was 
within the power of that body; but because, without their aid, the 
sovereign power of the State could not be legally invoked. It is 
therefore for you to determine, whether in your‘opinion we should 
patiently and meekly submit to the wrongs which have been inflicted 
upon us, acknowledge our inferiority, and throw ourselves upon the 
generosity of the aggressof ; or:whether, as freemen and equals, 
we shall take steps to redress past wrongs and provide adequate 
protection for the future. 

Believing as I do that submission to wrong and injury tends 
but to invite further aggression, and that no evils could befall 
us, so great as those which would be certain to flow from 
an acknewledgment of our inability or want-of courage to 

rotect ourselves, I shall at all times advocate the measures best 
calculated effectually to correct the evil and redress the wrong, and 
best suitéd to the temper and spirit of freemen and equals in the 
confederacy. 

To devise and carry- into effect the best means of: redress 
for the past, and to obtain certain security for the future, I 
recommend that a legal convention of’ thepéople of the State should 
be called, with full and ample powers to-take into consideration our 
Federal relations, the aggressions. which have been committed 
upon the rights of the Southern States, the dangers which threaten 
our domestic institutions, and all kindred subjects ; and jointly with 
other States, or separately, to adopt such measures as may. best 
comport with the dignityand safety of the State, and effectually 
eorrect the evils complained of. A Convention thus assembled, 
and representing the sovereignty of the State, would of course 
possess plenary powers, uncontrolled by any instructions or restric- 
tions which the Legislature might interpose. 

It might therefore be sufficient for me, to recommend the passage 
of pfoper laws to bring into existence such a Convention, leaving 
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the mode and measure of redress entirely to their wisdom when 
thus assembled. Tothis high power, representing the majesty of 
the people, and constituted the proper exponents of their deliberate 
will, all public authorities, and all good citizens, would yield 
cheerful and prompt obedience. 

I claim not for my opinions any weight or influence'to which 
they are not intrinsically entitled, or which does not belong to 
those of any other citizen; but the position in which I have been 
placed by my fellow-citizens, would appear to justify, if not re- 
quire that in such a crisis, I should step forward, and add m 
advice to the common stock of public opinion. I shall, therefore, 
present it freely, frankly, and without reserve. s 

Having grown up with the State from its infancy, the father of 
a family, a property-holder, often honored with high office, I am 
. bound to the State of Mississippi, by every tie which can. unite 
man to the spot of earth which he calls his home. I desire her 
prosperity, her security, and repose. Her interests are mine. 
Her fate must be mine. From these considerations, I claim not 

exemption from error, but sincerity of purpose in the expression 
of the solemn conviction of my mind, that, for the reasons which 
have been hastily glanced at in this message, the union of these 
States has been so grossly perverted from its original purposes, as 
to render its further continuance incompatible with the honor, the 
prosperity, and the safety of the slaveholding States, unless some 
correction of past aggressions, and some additional and more ef. 
fectual guarantees for our future protection, be obtained from our 
associates in the confederacy. ; 

When I reflect upon the pertinacity with which the assaults - 
upon our rights haye been for years prosecuted, the evident in- 
crease of anti-slavery sentiments at the North, and the excitement 
there pervading nearly all classes against the law to provide for 
the extradition of fugitive slaves, I have little hope left that these 
guaranties, indispensibly nedessary to our safety, will be yielded 
by a majority, flushed with tecent victories, and encouraged by 
apparent divisions among ourselves. Yet, to leave no effort at 
conciliation untried, and still further to unite with us those of our 
own people, who still look for a returning sense of justice in the 
“North, let the propositions be distinctly made to the people of the 
non-slaveholding states, to remedy the wrong so far as it may be 
in the power-of Congress to do so, by obtaining from California 
‘concessions South of 36 deg. 30 min. or otherwise; and to consent 
to such.amendments of the Federal Constitution, as shall hereafter 
amply secure the rights of the slaveholding States from miscon- 
struction, and from further aggression. 

But, in the event of refusal, Ido not hesitate to express my — 
decided opinion, that the only effectual remedy to evils which 
must continue to grow from year to year, is to be found in the 
prompt and peaceable secession of the aggrieved States., 

i Js l 
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The probability of the ultimate necessity of a resort to 
this effective and unquestionable right of sovereign States, 
should be kept in view, whatever measures may be adopted 
by this State, either alone, or in coucert with her sister 
States, to remedy existing evils. In the mean time, and as early 
as practicable, it is of the highest importance that some common 
centre of opinion and action should be authoritatively established. 
This may be effected by the Conventions of the several: assenting 
States providing tor the organization, and subsequent frequent peri- 
odical appointment or election of a committee of safety for each 
state, to consist of a number equal to their Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress. These committees, whose duty it should 
be, periodically to assemble at some central point for the transac- 
tion of business, should be invested with adequate powers, absolute 
or contingent, tò act for their respective States, upon all questions 
connected with the preservation and protection of their domestic 
institutions, and their equal rights as sovereign States. Such a 
body of men, even if clothed with the authority of but two or three 
states, would command respect, and secure quiet and peaceable 
results to their determinations. ; 

I have thus ventured to present some suggestions, for which I 
am alone responsible. They may be modified or changed by the 
result of the Nashville Convention now in session, and the action 
of the Georgia Convention, which will shortly meet for the pur- 
pose of taking the same important questions into consideration. 

Under our system of government happily, the right and privi- 
lege of determining these grave aand. momentous questions, involy- 
ing the honor and safety of the State, and the happiness and pros- 
perity of all its citizens, whether rich or poor, slaveholder or non- 
slaveholder, belong alone to the people. To them the appeal- 
must be made, and their deliberate voice must control and direct 
the destiny/of the State. I therefore respectfully recommend to 
the Legislature, to provide for an ełpression of the will of the 
people, by the call of a Convention at an early day. In this, there 
will be safety. When the sovereign power shall have spoken, all 
good citizens, whatever may be their opinions, will acquiesce. 
All will vie with one another in patriotic zeal to maintain the 
dignity and authority of the State. Mississippi will then be united, 
and harmonious counsels, and wise energetic action, wili secure 
her safety. 

The very important and vital character of the questions, which 
are forced upon our consideration, has led me to look solely to 
remedies, not merely palliative, but effectual and permanent. 
There may be some temporary remedial measures, within the 
power of the Legislature. If such can be devised, it will give me 

eat pleasure to co-operate with you in their application. 

Although called together for special purposes, the Legislature, 
when assembled, possesses its constitutional powers to legislate 
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upon all subjects. I shall therefore take occasion in further special 
cominunications, to invite your attention to the propriety. of some 
improvements in our present militia and patrol systems, and to the 
correction of some defects which experience has pointed out in the 
school and levee laws of last session. As this meeting of the 
Legislature oceurs in the middle of the fiscal ‘year, I have not 
thought it necessary or advisable to call for reports from the account 
ing officers of the Government, or to lay before you in detail the 
condition of the finances of the Sfate, especially as no material 
changes, except those produced by the ordinary receipts and dis- 
bursements have occurred. The materials are however at hand, 
and the reports can be promptly furnished if required. 

‘[t gives me great satisfaction to announce, that with several 


trifling exceptions, the whole revenue of the past year, has been 


paid into the ireasury, and to bear testimony to the ability and 
fidelity with which the principal State offices connected with the 
Executive Department have been conducted, 

The State Arsenal and the improvements on the Penitentiary 
buildings, directed at the last session of your honorable bodies, 
have been substantially and economically completed, and the re- 
pairs on the State Capitol and the building for a Lunatic Asylum, 
are in progress. 

At the last session of the Legislature the sum of twenty thou- 
sand dollars was placed subject to my control, under certain con- 
tingencies, connected with our Federal relations. This sum re- 
mains in the Treasury untouched, subject however to a small bill 
for printing expenses, not yet liquidated. . 

In conclusion, Gentlemen, our gratitude is due to Divine Prov- 
idence for many blessings we have been permitted to enjoy, and 
for the privilege of this re-union. It is only saddened by the mel. 
ancholy reflection that death has summoned from your counsels 
two distinguished Senators, whose wisdom and virtues aided your 
deliberations, and adorned the Senate Chamber. Tallude to the 
late Dabney Lipscomb, President of the Senate, and Benjamin 
Kennedy, the able and useful Senator from Carroll. 

J. A. QUITMAN. 
- ExecurivE CHAMBER, 
Jackson, Nov. 18, 1850. 

Which was read. 

Mr. Singleton moved that the message be laid.upon the table, 
and that 5000 copies be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Cannon moved to amend said motion by inserting ten thou- 
sand, instead of five thousand, which amendment was accepted, 
and the motion as amended, was adopted. . 

Mr. Whitfield asked, and obtained leave to offer the following 
resolutions, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Senate have learned with painful regret of 
the death of our late colleague, Dr. Dabney Lipscomb, a member 
of this body, and the presiding officer thereof. a 
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Resolved, That we deeply sympathise with the bereavel family, 
friends and constituents of our late deceased friend, in their irre- 

parable loss. 

Resolved, That as some testimony of our reai, we will wear 
the usual badge of mourning, for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to furnish Mrs. 
Lipscomb with a copy of the foregoing resolutions, which were 
read, and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, were unanimously adopted. 

On. motion of Mr. Catching, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o’clock. 


TUESDAY, Novemper 19, 1850. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
The Journal of yesterday was read. 
Mr. Brooke asked, and obtained leave to offer the following 


esolutions, to wit : 
le Resolved, That fitteen thousand copies of Washington’s Fare- 
well Address, be printed for the use of the Senate, which was 
i read, and on motion of Mr. Brooke, was adopted. 

Mr. Brooke called for the ayes and nays thereon, which are as ' 
follows, to wit : 

Yeas—Mr.President, Messrs. mae: Bell, Berry, Beane, Davis, 
Golladay, Gilleland, Greer, Hodges, Hughes, McDougald, McAfee, 
Ramsay, Reynolds, Singleton, Stewart, Sharkey, Torrey, Tallia-, 
ferro, Thompson, Tait, and White—25 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Catching and Pettus, 2 votes. 

Mr. White submitted the following resolutions, viz : 

Resolved, That the representatives of the people, of the State 
of Mississippi, called to this session by the proclamation of 
his Excellency Governor Quitman, feel satisfied that the bills 

į passed by the late Congress, of the United States, and known to 

l all as the adjustment of the question between the slaveholding, 
and non-slaveholding States, will be, if faithfully executed, satis- 
factory to the people of this State ; and as the faithful execution of 
said acts, Congress can only be certified to us by experience that 
we deprecate any action on the part of this body which may to 
any degree influence the public mind, especially as we were not 
elected, with a view to meet such an emergency. 

Resolved, That we feel-it our duty to decline any action upon 
these questions, and that this body do now adjourn, until the next 
regular meeting, because its continuance will resuit, not only in 
keeping up an unwholesome excitement abroad, as well as at” 
home, and in a waste of the funds of the people of this State ; 
which were read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sharkey, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolutions read the second time. The vote then being taken, on 
the adoption of the same resolutions, they were lost. 
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- Mr. Gilleland called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are 
as follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Messrs. Brooke, Reynolds, Sharkey, Tait and White— 
5 votes. 

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, 
Cannon, Carter, Drane, Davis, Golladay, Gilleland, Greer, 
Hodges,- Hughes, McDougald, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsey, Single- 
ton, Stone, Stewart, Torrey, Talliaferro, and Thompson,—25 
votes. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, ordered that the Governor’s Message 
be called from the table. 

On the’ further motion of Mr. Carter, the Senate resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole, on said message, Mr. Bell in the 
chair; and after some time spent therein, the Commiltee rose, and 
reported progress, and asked leave to sit again on to-morrow morn- 
ing, at 11 o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the report was received, and agreed to. 

The following message was received from the House of Re- 
presentatives, through their clerk, Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpent: I am instructed to inform the Senate, that 
the House of Representatives have concurred in the joint resolu- 
tion of the Senate, in relation to the compensation of the Secre- 
tary of the Senate, and Clerk ofthe House of Representatives. 

The House of Representatives have adopted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Senate concur that both Houses, during the 
present session of the Legislature, will not act upon any matter ex- 
cept that for the consideration of which, it has been specially con- 
vened by the executive of the State, in which Í am instructed to 
desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr, Brooke, said message was taken up, and the 
resolution therein reported read. . 

On motion of Mr. Stone, said resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, the Senate adjourned, until to-morrow 
morning, at 10 o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, Novemser 20, 1850. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of yesterday, was read. ` 

Mr. Torrey presented the memorials of James Stewart, Philip 
Hoggett, and others, citizens of Jefferson county, calling upon the 
Legislature to adjourn, &c., which were read, and on motion of 
Mr. Torrey, laid on the table. 

Mr. Whitfield submitted the following resolution, which was 
. read, and adopted, to wit: 
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Resolyzd, That the Secretary of the Senate furnish each Sen- 
ator with a copy of “The Flag of the Union,” and daily “ Missis- 
sippian,” during the present session of the Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Sharkey, ordered that the Senate take a 
recess of twenty minutes. 

Recess having expired, the Senate met. 

J. L. Alcorn, the Honorable Senator from rhe Senatorial Dis. 
trict, composed of the counties of Panola, Tallahatchie and Coa- 
homa, appeared, and took his seat. 

Mr. Stone submitted the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, the House concurring, that the State Printer be autho- 
rized to pre-pay the postage on public documents sent off during 
the present session of the Legislature, and to render an account of 
the same, with a receipt of the Post-master in their bill for 
printing, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, the rule was suspended, the resolution 
read the second time, and adopted. i 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the orders of the 
day, and resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the Gov- 
ernor’s Message, Mr. Bell in the chair ; and after some time spent 
therein, the Committee rose, and Mr. Bell reported said message 
back to the Senate, and asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the same. - , 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the report was received, and agreed to. 

Mr. Stone submitted the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, 'That so much of the Governor’s Message as relates 
to the call of a Convention “to take into consideration our Fede- 
ral relations—the aggressions which have been committed upon 
the rights of the Southern States—the dangers which threaten our 
domestic institutions, and all kindred subjects,”’ be referred to a 
joint Committee of zon the part of the Senate, and 

on the part of the House of Representatives, to re- 
port by bill, or otherwise, upon that subject, which was read the 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, the rule was suspended, and the reso- 
lution read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Pettus, the first blank in said resolution was 
filled with the number seven, and on the further motion of Mr. 
Pettus, said resolution was adopted. 

Messrs. Stone, Pettus, Stewart, Cannon, Drane, Sharkey, and 
Greer, were appointed said Committee on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. Brooke submitted the following resolution, to wit: 

f Resolved, That although we do not all of us, approve of the 
. { recent acts of Congress, known as the plan of adjustment, yet 
i we do not believe that they offer sufficient grounds for a secession 
| of any of the Southern States from the Union, and that we are 
disposed to acquiesce in the samé, until such aggressions upon the 
rights of the South shall be committed by the North as are set. 
forth in the resolutions of the Convention, held in Jackson, in 
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October, .1849, which was read, and on motion of Mr. Pettus, 
said resolution was laid on the table. - S 

Mr. Brooke called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, 
Cannon, Carter, Drane, Davis, Golladay, Gilleland, Greer, Hughes, 
McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Singleten, Stone, Stewart, Talliaferro, 
Thompson, and Whitfield—22 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Hodges, McDougald, Reynolds 
Sharkey, Torrey, Tait, and White—9 votes. 

Mr. Sharkey submitted the following resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, 'That the Governor be requested to communicate to 
the Senate, whether any of the State arms have, at any time since 
the last session, been removed or carried from the State, anddf so, 
for what purpose, which was read, and on motion of Mr. Sharkey, 
was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Sharkey, the Senate adjourned until to-mor- 
row morning, 10 o ‘clock. 


THURSDAY, NovemsBer 21, 1850. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of yesterday, was read. - 

Mr. Whitfield presented the petition of’ Benjamin S. Long, of 
Lowndes county, which was read, and on motion of Mr. Whit- 
field, laid on the table. 

Mr. Carter asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act, to authorise the Boards of Police in the several 
Counties of. the State to levy a tax for County purposes, which was 
read the first time. 

On motion of Mr,.Carter, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Carter, said bill was referred to a 
select committee of three. 

Messrs. Carter, Stone, and Davis, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. Tait, the following resolution was called from 
the table; to wit: 

Resolved, The Senate concurring that both Houses, during the 
present session of the Legislature, will not act upon any matter 
except that for the consideration of which it has been specially 
convened by the Executive of the State, 

Which was read. 

Mr. Whitfield offered the following amendment, to wit: “or such 
other matters as may have reference to our State and Federal re- 
lations,” which was read, and on motion of Mr. Bell, said resolu- 
tion and amendment, were laid on the table. 
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Mr. Tait called for the yeas and nays even: which are as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Bell, Berry, Beene, 
Catching, Cannon, Carter, Drane, Davis, Golladay, Gilleland, 
Hughes, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Reynolds, Singleton, Stone, 
Sharkey, Talliaferro, Thompson, and Whitfield—23 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Brooke, Greer, Stewart, Torrey, Tait, and 
White—6 votes. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk, Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: J am requested to inform the Senate that the 
House of Representatives have concurred in the joint resolution 
of the Senate, authorizing the State Printer to pre- pay the postage 
of public documents sent “off during the present session of the Le- 
gislature ; and to render an account of the same, with a receipt 
of the Post-master in their bill for printing. 

Mr. White asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act, to amend the levee laws of Wastngton County, 
which was read the first time. 

Mr. White moved that the rule be T and the bill read 
. the second time, which was lost. 

Mr. Brooke asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bili, to be 


entitled an act, to extend the remedy by Attachment in the Supe- > 


rior Court of Chancer y, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time, by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Brooke, said bill was reterred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Sharkey presented the petition of the Central Committee 
of the “ Worla’s Fair,” of the State of Mississippi, which was 
read, and on motion of Mr. Sharkey, was referred to a select 
Committee of three. 

Messrs. Sharkey, Stewart, and kods were appointed said 
Committee. 

Mr. Whitfield asked, and obtained leave "e introduce a bill, to 
be entitled an act, for the preservation of public newspapers, and 
for other purposes, which was read the -first time. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield, said bill was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Reynolds asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to 
be entitled an act, to extend the jurisdiction of the Justices of the 
Peace, of the county of Tishemingo, to action of damages, which 
was read the first time. 

Mr. Reynolds moved that the rule be suspended, and the bill 
be read the second time by title, which was lost. 

Mr. Brooke submitted the following resolution, viz: 
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Resolved, That the joint select Committee to whom is referred 
that part of the Governor’s message relative to the call of a Con- 
vention, be instructed in the event of their reporting a bill in rela- 
tion thereto, to provide for submitting to the people the question, 
whether there shall be a Convention, or not? 

Which was.read the first time. 

Mr. Brooke moved that the ‘rule be suspended, the resolution 
read the second time and put on its passage, which was lost. 

Mr. Hodges presented the petition of Joseph Bennett, Cornelias 
Mayers, and sundry other citizens of Rankin County, praying the 
Legislature to pass an act giving to allthe volunteers in the State 
of Mississippi, who were in the service of the United States, in 
the war with Mexico, their guns, accoutrements, &c., which was 
read, and on motion of Mr. Hodges, referred to a select committee 
of three. ‘ 

Messrs. Hodges, McDougald, and Carter, were appointed said 
committee. i 

Mr. Singleton submitted the following resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor’s message as relates 
to the Patrol System, be referred to a select committee of five. 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Singleton, was adopted. 

Messrs. Singleton, Catching, Talliaferro, Green,* Davis, and 
Reynolds, were appointed said committee. : 

Mr. Reynolds presented the claim of Marcus Taylor, of Tishe- 
mingo County, which motion of Mr. Reynolds, was referred to 
the Commitiee on claims. 

The President announced the appointment of the Honorable 
O. R. Singleton, as Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
to -fill the’ vacancy occasioned by the election of the Honorable 
John I. Guion, President of the Senate, and also the appointment 
of the Honorable James E. Sharkey, as a member of said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. White asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to authorise the Board of County Police of Yazoo, 
to sell the public buildings, and other property, belonging to said 
county, in the town of Benton, in said county, which was read the 
first time. : 

On motion of Mr. White, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time, by title. l 

o the further motion of Mr. White, said bill was laid on the 
table, 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the Senate took a recess until 12 

o’clock, M. 
' Recess having expired, the Senate met. - 

Mr. Stewart asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to Incorporate the Newton Female Collegiate In- 
stitute, which was read the first time. 


j: 
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On motion of Mr. White, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, ‘said bill was laid on the table. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, viz: 

Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives have con- 
curred in the joint resolution of the Senate, referring so much of 
the Governor’s Message as relates “ to the call of a Convention to 
take into consideration our Federal relations, the aggressions 
which have been committed upon the rights of the Southern States, 
the danger which threatens our domestic institutions, and all 
kindred subjects,” to a joint committee of seven, on the part of 
the Senate ; and -on the part of the House, to report by 
bill or otherwise; and have filled the blank with the number 14, 
and have appointed on the part of the House,. Messrs. Barton, 
Barry, Hinds, Durr, Clements, Gatlin, Brown, Neill, Cassedy, 
Wilcox, Henry, Young, Starke, and Foote. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the vote refusing to suspend the 
rule so that the bill to be entitled an act, to amend the levee laws 
of Washington County, might be.read a second time, was re-con- 
sidered. 

On motién of Mr. White, the rule was suspended, and said bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. White, said bill was laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Gilleland, the Senate adjourned until 10 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 


FRIDAY, Novemprr 22, 1850. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of yesterday, was read. 

Mr. Golladay presented the credentials of the Honorable Wil- 
liam Cothran, Senator elect from the senatorial district, composed 
of the county of Carroll, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
death of the Honorable Benjamin Kennedy. The oath prescribed 
by the Constitution, having been administered to Mr. Cothran, he 
took his seat in the Senate. 

Mr. Berry, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The joint standing committee on Enrolled 
Bills, have this day exnmined resolutions of the following titles, 
VIZ. 2G, 

Resolution, relative to the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk 
of the House of Representatives. 

Resolution, relative to the Postage upon Public Documents. 
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And have found the same correctly enrolled. 

Mr. Torrey presented the memorial of Alfred Clark, I. T. 
Munge, and divers other citizens of Claiborne county, memoral- 
izing the Legislature in relation to the call ofa Convention, which 
was read; and on motion of Torrey, referred to the joint select 
committee, to whom was referred the Governor’s Message. 

On motion of Mr. Torrey, the Petitions of Philip Hoggin, James 
Stuart, and divers other citizens of Jefferson county, petitioning the 

Legislature to adjourn, &c., were called from the table, and re- 
ferred to the joint select committee, to whom was referred the 
Governor’s Message. 

Mr. Carter, from the select committee, made the following 
report, to wit: 

Mr. Presrpenr: The select committee to whom was referred 

_ the bill authorising the Board of County Police, to levy a tax, not 
exceeding one hundred per tent. on the State tax, have had the 
same under consideration, and have made some amendments 
thereto, and instructed me to report the bill back again to the 
Senate, and ask that it do pass : 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Carter, was received 

and agreed to : 

And the bill therein reported as an amendment, to be entitled 
an act to authorize the Board of Police in certain counties therein 
named, to levy a tax for county purposes, was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, said bill was laid on the table. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the ondere of the 
da 

‘A resolution instructing the joint select committee to whom 
was referred the Governor’s Message, was read the second nme; 
and adopted. 

Mr. Brooke called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Cothran, Drane, 
Davis, Golladay, Hodges, Hughes, Reynolds, Sharkey, Torrey, 
Thompson, Tait, White and Whitfield—16 votes.. 

Nays—Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, Carter, Gilleland, 
McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Singleton, Stone, Stewart and Talliaferro 
—13 votes. \ 

A bill, to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of Justi- 
ces of the Peace, of the county of Tishemingo, to actions of 
damages, was read the second time. 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, said bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Hodges, leave of absence was granted to 
the Honorable James McDougald, for a few days. 

Mr. Alcorn gave notice that on to-morrow he would introduce a 
bill to provide for the construction of a levy upon the bank of the 
Mississippi, through the counties of Tunica and Coahoma. Í 
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~On motion of Mr. Drane, the Senate took a recess until 12 
o’élock, a. M. 

Recess having expired, the Senate met. 

Mr. Tait asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bill to be 
entitled an act to amend an act, entitled an act to Incorporate the 
Hernando Female Academy, which was read the first time. 

. On motion of Mr. Tait, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Tait, said bill was laid on the. 
table. 

Mr. Hodges presented the petition of J. C. Heslip, James Cooper, 
and others, citizens of section 16, township 4, of Range, 7 East, 
in Smith county, praying the Legislature to pass a law legalizing- 
the sale of said section, heretofore made by the trustees of said 
township, which was read ; and on motion of Mr. Hodges, referred 
to a select committee of three. ` : 

Messrs. Hodges, Hughes, and Thompson, were appointed said 
committee, 

Mr. Whitfield subrhitted the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the Secretary ask of the House of Representa- 
tives, the return of the joint resolution of the Senate, instructing 
the joint committee on the Governor’s Message relative to the call 
of a Convention. oo, 

Which was read ; and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, was adopted. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk, Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives, has signed a resolution, relative to the postage upon 
Public Documents; a resolution relative to the Secretary of the 
Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representatives ; which I am 
requested to present to the Senate, for the signature of the Pre- 
sident. 

The President signed the resolutions therein named. 

The following message and accompanying Documents, were 
received from His Excellency the Governor, through his private 
Secretary, Mr. McDonald, to wit: 

To tae Senare:'In compliance with the. resolution of the 
Senate of yesterday, requesting me to communicate to that body 
whether any of the State arms have, at any time since the last 
session, been removed or carried from the State, and if so, for 
what purposes. I transmit copies of my order of the eighth of 
July last, to the Adjutant General, acting as Quarter-master Gen- 
eral, in whose custody the public arms are by law placed, and his 
report to me of yesterday’s date, with the accompanying Docu- 
ments» 

The report and documents exhibit all the information I am 
enabled to communicate to the Senate upon the subject. 
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From these it appears that two boxes containing each twenty 
rifles, are missing, and unaccounted for. How they were ab. 
stracted, by whom, or whether they were removed from the State, 
I have not been enabled to ascertain. The investigation which 
has been made, under my direction, has resulted only in obtain- 
ing rumors, not sufficient to authorise any legal investigation. 

Before the completion of the State Arsenal, when the public 
arms were for the reasons set forth in the Adjutant General’s re- 
port, deposited in the rooms and open halls of the capitol, no vigi- 
lance, short of posting sentinels over them, could have secured 
them at all times from depredation. 

It is but justice to the present vigilant and active Adjutant Gene- 
ral, to say, that it is believed thése arms were missing before he 
entered upon the duties of his office. 

Referring the Senate to the accompanying documents, I have but 
to add, in conclusion, that no public arms have been removed or 
carried from the State at any time by my authority or consent, 
except sixty stand of muskets, regularly sent according to the re- 
quisitions of law, to a volunteer company, organized at Aberdeen, 
Monroe County, which were shipped by the way of New Orleans | 
and Mobile ; and of the safe arrival of which, at Aberdeen, advice 
has been received. 

Executive Chamber, J. A. QUITMAN. 

Jackson, Nov. 21. 1850. o 


GENERAL Heap QUARTERS, 
Jackson, July 8, 1850. 

Sır: Reports in circulation that some of the Public arms be- 
longing to the State, have been illegally removed from the Capitol, 
renders it proper that a strict examination should be made, and an 
inventory taken of all the ordinance arms, &c., now in hand, so that 
by a comparison with the invoice of those which have been fur- 
nished during the administration of my predecessor, it may be 
ascertained whether any of the public arms are missing and unac- 
counted for. 

You will, at your earliest convenience, report to me what num- 
ber and description of arms appear to have been received since the 
Mexican war, what disposition has been made of them, and what 
number and description remain on hand. 

J. A. QUITMAN, 

To Bric. Gex. C. B. GREEN, 

`- ÅDI'T GENERAL AND Acr’e. 
QUARTER Master GEN’L. i 

I certify that the above is a true copy.of'the original, as on re. 
cord, in this office. 


+ 


JAS. McDONALD, 
Executive Chamber, i Private Secretary, 
Jackson, 21st Nov., 1850. 
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ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Jackson, November 20, 1850. 


His Excettency Joux A. QUITMAN, 


Commander in Chief, &c. 


Sır : In obedience to your order of the 8th July last, requiring 
that a strict examination be made, and an inventory taken of all 
the ordnance, arms, &c., now on hand, the following ‘report is 
submitted. . 

This report has been delayed in consequence of the new 
arsenal not being completed at the time the order was received, 
and was delayed until the arms and accoutrements could be remov- 
ed into it, cleaned, the rust rubbed off, (for some were extremely 
rusty and dirty,) and all arranged in this new depot of arms. On 
entering upon the duties of the Quarter-master General’s Depart- 
ment, the muskets, rifles, small arms, and accoutrements, were 
found deposited in six or eight departments of the Capitol ;. some 
in boxes, and a number not secured. Situated as they then were, 
it would have been extremely inconvenient, if not impracticable, 
to have counted them accurately. The boxes containing the mus- 
kets, bayonets, rifles, pistols, and sabres, must have been opened, 
the different kinds arranged in lots to be counted correctly, no one 
unoccupied apartment in the capitol would have been large enough 
to have held all, and consequently it was deemed most advisable 
and convenient to delay counting, until all were removed into the 
arsenal, cleaned and arranged as they now appear. 

The arsenal not being ‘completed, the deposits in the capitol 
were the only mode of protecting them from injury by exposure. 
No other public building afforded room and shelter for them. 
They were deposited in several departments, as no one unoccupied, 
afforded sufficient space sufficient for the whole. Besides, the 
floors in the rooms of the basement story of the capitol, were so 
unstable as not to be sufficiently strong to bear the boxes filled 
with arms and accoutrements. 

The floor of one of the rooms oftimes gave way; such no doubt 
would have been the result in other apartments, had a large num- 
her been deposited in any one. 

In these apartments they were much exposed to loss; ingress 
into some of them was by no means difficult, affording opportuni- 
ties of bearing off arms by persons so inclined. 

On completion of the arsenal, the arms and accoutrements in 
the capitol were immediately removed into it; after cleaning those 
rusty from long exposure, and handling ; all were arranged as they 
now appear. l 

One brass twelve-pounder, mounted with harness ft for field 
service, was moved into the basement story of the arsenal; one 
iron field piece, unmounted, say six pounder, was also moved into 
said basement story. 
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These are all the species of ordnance found in Jackson, except 
the two brass pieces in front of the capitol, presented to the State 
of Mississippi, Trophies acquired in the late Mexican war. In 
November 1849, the State of Mississippi received from the Uni- 
ted States arsenal, at Baton Rouge, a shipment of munitions of 
war, described in the invoice thereof, as “ ordnance and ordnance 
stores.” 

Said invoice is herein reported. 

Three hundred and nine muskets are mentioned in the invoice. 
On counting them when invoiced, into the arsenal, two hundred 
and forty-nine new muskets, with bayonets, were there, sixty hav- 
ing been sent to a volunteer company at Columbus ; the two 
amount to the number in the invoice, say three hundred and nine. 

Three hundred and nine percussion rifles are invoiced.: On 
removing those on hand and counting all that could be found, there 
were only two hundred and sixty-nine, showing a loss of forty new 
rifles, part of said shipment. By whom, and when abstracted 
from the capitol, is not known to the present chief of the Quarter- 
master’s department. Seven rifles have been delivered to mem. 
bers of the first regiment of Mississippi Volunteeis (riflemen,) 
agreeable to resolution of the Legislature of the State of Missis- 
sippi, adopted 31st January, 1848; deducting these from the two 
hundred and sixty-nine, leaves two hundred and sixty-two now on 
hand 

By the deposit of small arms in several apartments of the capi- 
tol, into which ingress was not difficult, accounts for the absence 
of the forty stand borne off by some one unknown. 

One hundred and fifty pistols, percussion, were invoiced. On 
examination, the number on hand was found correct; seventy- 
five sabres, cavalry, invoiced, found correct. The boxes contain- 
ing screw drivers, wipers, spring vices, ball screws, musket cart- 
ridge boxes, belts, bayonets, scabbards, gun slings, brushes, picks, 
&c. &c., and the small munitions of war embraced in said invoice, 
have not been opened. It was supposed that the exposure of these 
small articles to the atmosphere, would injure them. By permit- 
ting them to remain in the boxes, they will be protected from that 
injury; and the articles in the boxes that were opened, having 
been found correct, the boxes containing the small articles are 
permitted to remain in the arsenal, unopened. These comprise 
all the articles of shipment of November last. 

There are in the arsenal, one hundred and seventy-four muskets, 
with bayonets, which have been in service, and twenty-one old 
muskets, much out of repair; sixteen thereof without ramrods 
and locks; two with broken locks and no ramrods, and three with 
yamrods and broken locks. 

There are one hundred and two of Hull’s rifles, fifteen thereof 


-without ramrods, and three without locks. * 


The swords for non-commissioned officers and artillerists, appa- 


rently never in service. 
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There are two hundred and two cartridge boxes fit for use ; one 
lot of cartridge boxes sent from Canton, | have been in service. 
One lot of cavalry cartridge boxes and holsters in bad order, nay 
useless, and one lot of leather straps, use not known. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Muskets and bayonets, 349; new muskets and bayonets, in ex- 
cellent order; 174 muskets, with bayonets, that have been in 
service, in good order; 21 old muskets, ‘of no account—total 544. 


RIFLES. 


262 percussion rifles, new and ın excellent order; 102 Hall’s 
rifles, of singular construction; 15 Hall’s rifles, useless—total, 
379. 

PISTOLS & SASHES FOR CAVALRY. 


150 pistols new, in excellent order; 75 sashes new, in excellent 
order. 


SWORDS. 


10 for non-commissioned officers and artillerists. These arms 
comprise all in the arsenal, except 60 muskets, just received from 
Vicksburg, boxes not yet opened. - 

A schedule of bonds given to the State of Mississippi, for the 
return of arms furnished volunteer companies, is herewith reported, 
designating the names of the companies, names of obligors, num- 
ber and description of arms, &c. 

C. B. GREEN, Ans’. GENERAL, 
Performing the duties of the Quarter-master’s department. 

I, James McDonald, hereby certify, that the above is a true 
copy from the original, as on file in this office. 

JAMES McDONALD, 
Executive CHAMBER, } Private Secretary. 

Jackson, Nov. 23, 1850. ? 

Which were read, and on motion of Mr. Sharkey, laid on the 
table. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1850. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. McDougald appeared, and took his seat in the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, leave was granted him to have his 
vote recorded against the passage of the resolution which passed 
the Senate on yesterday, instructing the joint committee to whom 
was referred the Governor’s message, “that in the event of re- . 
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porting a bill calling a Convention, to provide for submitting to- 
the people the question whether there shall be a Convention or 
not.” 

Mr. Alcorn, in pursuance of notice, introduced a bill, to be en- 
titled an act, to provide for the construction of a levee in the coun- 
ties of Desoto, Tunica, and Coahoma, for the protection of the 
State and School lands, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. j 

the further motion of Mr. Alcorn, said bill was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Bell asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bill to be en- 
titled an act for the benefit of W. D. Robbins, and Benjamin C. 
Earle, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Bell, said bill was laid on the 
table. - 

Mr. Singleton asked and obtained leave to introduce a-bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of Assignees of Judgments, which 
was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Singleton, said bill was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Hodges from a select committee, made the following re- 
port, ‘to wit : 

Mr. Prestpent: The select committe, to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry Citizens of Smith county, ask leave to report 
the following bill, and recommend its passage, to. wit : 

A bill, to be entitled an act to amend an act, entitled an act to 
legalise the sale of the sixteenth sections in the county of Smith, 
in the State of Mississippi, approved March 8, 1850, 

On motion of Mr. Hodges the report was received, and agreed to, 
and the bill therein reported,.was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hodges, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. l 

On the further motion of Mr. Hodges, said bill was laid on the 
table. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. PresipextT: I am instructed by the. House of Represen- 
tatives, to return to the Senate joint resolutions of instruction to 
the joint select committee raised on the Governor’s message. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, said message was taken up, and 
the resolution therein reported read.. 

On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield; the vote taken on yes. 
terday, on the passage of said resolution, was re-considered. 

` Bes . 
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On motion of Mr. Pettus, said resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Brooke ealled for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, Cannon, Carter, 
Gilleland, Greer, Hughes, McDugald, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, 
Singleton, Stone, Stewart, Talliaferro, Thompson, and Whitfield— 
19 votes. 

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Cothran, Drane, 
Davis. Golladay, Hodges, Reynolds, Sharkey, Torrey, Tait and 
White—13 votes. 

Mr. White submitted the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That the joint committee to whom was referred that 
part of the Governor’s message relative to the call of a Conven- 
tion, be instructed (in the event of their reporting a bill calling a 
Convention,) to provide for submitting to the people the question 
direct, and in the following manner: Each voter shall be asked 
by the managers or inspectors of election at the time of voting, 
whether he is in favor of a Convention or not, which shall be 
endorsed or written upon said vote, and upon counting out said 
votes, the record of those votes for or against a Convention, shall 
be made and returned to the Secretary of State, precisely in the 
same manner as a return of other votes, and under the same pen- 
alties ; “and upon counting out the votes for or against a Conven- 
tion, if there should be a majority of votes in favor of a Conven- 
tion, then, and in that event, the elected members shall or may 
assemble and organize. 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Sharkey offered the following amendment, to wit : 

Strike out after the word “ shall,” in the last line the words “ or 
may.” 

Which on motion of Mr. Sharkey, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Berry, the rule was suspended, and the reso- 
lution read the second time. 

Mr. Sharkey moved that said resolution be referred to.a com- 
mittee of the whole house, and made the special order of the day 
for Monday next, at 12 o’clock, a. m., which was lost. 

Mr. Cannon moved that said resolution be referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole house, and made the special order of the day 
for Monday next, at 11 o'clock a. m., which was lost. 

The vote then being taken on the adoption of said resolution, it 
was lost. 

Mr. White called for the yeas and nays, thereon, which.are as 
follows, to wit: l - 

Yeas—Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Hodges, Reynolds, Sharkey, 
Torrey, Tait and White—8 votes. 

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, 
Cannon, Carter, Cothran, Drane, Davis, Golladay, Gilleland, 
Greer, Hughes, McDougald, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsey, Singleton, 
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Stone, Stewart, Taliaferro, Thompson and Whitfield—24 votes. 

Mr. Berry, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report, to wit : 

Mr. Presipenr: The joint-standing committee on enrolled 
bills, have this day presented to his Excellency the Governor, 
for his signature and approval, 

Resolutions of the following titles, to wit: 

Resolution relative to the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of 
the House of Representatives. 

A resolution relative to the postage upon Public Documents. 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate adjourned until. Monday 
morning, 10 o’clock. 


MONDAY, Novemser 25, 1850. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of Saturday was read. 

Mr. Stone, from the joint select committee to whom was refer- 
red the Governor’s message, made the following report, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpenr: The joint select committee to whom was 
referred so much of the Governcr’s message as had relation to a 
“legal convention of the people of the State, should be called, 
with full and ample powers, to take into consideration our Federal 
relations, the aggressions which have been committed upon the 
rights of the Southern States, the damages which threaten our 
domestic institutions, and all kindred subjects,” have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report the follow- 
ing bill, and recommend its passage ; all of which is respectfully 
submitted. 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Stone, was received and 
agreed to. 

And the bill therein reported to be entitled an act to provide for 
calling a convention of the people of this State, was read the first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, the rule was suspended, and ‘ie bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Stone, said bill was laid on the 
table, and 200 copies thereof ordered to be printed for the use of 
the Senate. , 

Mr. Hodges, from a select committee, made the following report, 
to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The select committee to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry citizens of Rankin, and the adjoining coun- 
ties, in relation to the first Mississippi Rifles, have had the same 
under consideration, and have instructed me to report the accom- 
panying resolution, and recommend its adoption. 
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On motion of Mr. Hodges, the report was received and agreed to: _ 

And the resolution therein reported, entitled a resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of Mississippi, in behalf of the discharged 
soldiers of the first Mississippi Rifles, was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hodges, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolution read the second time by title. 

Mr. Reynolds offered the following amendment, viz: .“ amend 
by inserting the soldiers of the Second Regiment of Mississippi 
Rifles, which was read; and on motion of -Mr. Reynolds, was 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hodges, said resolution as amended, was laid 
on the table. 

Mr. Stone presented the petition of Thomas Holliday, Sheriff 
of Copiah county, which was read; and on motion of Mr. Stone, 
referred to a select committee of three. ` 

Messrs. Stone, Catching, and Hughes, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Bell asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to be en- 
titled an act for the relief of Hugh Morrow, a revolutionary soldier, 
which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Bell, said bill was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. White asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to be 
entitled an act to define the limits of Yazoo city; which was read 
the first time. 

On motion of Mr. White, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. White, said bill was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Alcorn submitted the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient, under-the circumstances, that 
the Legislature now in session, shall be confined in its action alone 
to the recommendations of the Governor. for the reason that there 
are certain questions of vital interest to the people of this State, 
requiring legislation. 

Which was read; and on motion of Mr. Brooke, was laid on 
the table. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have adopted 
the following joint resolution : 

“Resolved, the Senate concurring, that the two Houses of the 
Legislature will adjourn'on Saturday next, at 4 o’clock, P. m.,” in 
which I am requested to desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, the resolutions from the House of 
Representatives, declaring that “both houses during the present 


37 J 
session of the Legislature, will not act upon any matter except that 
for the consideration of which it has been specially convened by 
the Executive of the State,” : 

Was called from the table and read. i 

On motion of Mr. Stone, said resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. White asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to amend the several laws in force, providing for the 
erection and repairs of levees in the counties of Desoto, Tunica, 
Bolivar, Issaquena, and Washington, and for taxing the internal 
improvement lands held by the State in said counties of Bolivar; 
Issaquena, and Washington: : 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. White, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. ; 

A the further motion of Mr. White, said bill was laid on the 
- table. 

Mr. Tait asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be en- 
titled an act to authorise the administrator of the estate of Chris- 
topher Ballard, deceased, to settle the same, which was read the 
first time. 

On motion of Mr. Tait, the rule was suspended, and the bill read 
the second time by title. ; 

: = the further motion of Mr. Tait, said bill was laid on the 
table. : 

Mr. Stone asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to establish a commercial and criminal court in the 
city of. Jackson; which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

Nk the further motion of Mr. Stone, said bill was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Stewart asked, and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to change the name of Mary D. Brooks, which was 
read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Stewart, said bill was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Singleton asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to 
be entitled an act defining the remedy in courts of Chancery, in 
certain cases, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Singleton, .said bill was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

-Mr. Cothran asked and obtained leave to introduce a resolution 
entitled “a resolution for the relief of the Hon. F. M. Rogers,” 
which was read the first time. ; 
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On motion of Mr. Cothran, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolution read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Cothran, said resolution was laid 
on the table. ~ 

Mr. Alcorn moved to call from the table the resolution of the 
House of Representatives, fixing upon Saturday next, at 4 o’clock 
P. M., for both houses to adjourn sine die, which motion was lost. 

Mr. Alcorn moved to call from the table the resolution declaring 
“that it is inexpedient, under the circumstances, that the Legisla- 
ture now in session, shall be confined in its action alone to the 
recommendations of the Governor: 

Which motion was lost. 

Mr. Whitfield asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to 
be entitled an act to Incorporate the Columbus and Noxubee Turn- 
pike Company, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield, said bill was laid on table. 

Mr. Whitfield asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to be 
entitled an act for the relief of John Hurton, a free negro, which 
was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield, said bill was laid on 
the table. 

o Mr. Cothran gave notice that he should on to-morrow, introduce 
_ a bill, to be entitled an act to enforce the punctual payment of 
taxes; also a bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of tax col- 
lectors. 

On motion of Mr. Berry, the Senate adjourned until half-past 
2 o'clock, P. m. 

At half-past 2 o’clock, P. m., the Senate met pursuant to ad- 
journment. 

Mr. Stone asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to regulate the taxes upon the sale of merchandise, 
and for other purposes, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

Mr. Stone moved that said bill be laid on the table, and that 
200 copies be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. White moved that 1000 copies of said bill be printed, for 
the use of the Senate. 

The vote was first taken on the motion of Mr. White, which 
was lost. ` 

The vote was then taken on the motion of Mr. Stone, which 
was adopted. i 

On motion of Mr. Sharkey, the message of his Excellency the 
Governor, in relation to the State Arms, was called from the table, 
and referred to a select committee of three. 


39 


Messrs. Singleton, Stewart, and McDugald, were appointed 
said committee ; Mr. Sharkey being excused from acting. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor, through his private Secretary, Mr. McDonald, to wit: 

Mr. Presipenr: I am instructed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, to inform the Senate, that he has this day appreved and 
signed hills of the following titles, to wit : 

Resolution relative to the postage upon public qocuments. 

Resolution relative to the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of 
the House of Representatives. 

Also a message in writing. 

Which message in writing, was laid_on the table. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have passed 
resolutions in relation to our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, in which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of 
the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the report was taken up, and the 
resolutions therein reported, entitled, “Preamble and Resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, in relation to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress:” 

Was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the rulé was suspended, and the 
resolutions read the second time by title. 

Mr. Brooke moved that said resolutions be laid on the table, 
which was lost. 

Mr. Brooke called for the yeas and nays thereon, which åre as 
follows, !0 wit: 

Yeag—Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Hodges, Reynolds, Sharkey, 
Tait and White. 

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, 
Carter, Cothran, Drane, Davis, Golladay, Gilleland, Greer, 
` Hughes, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Singleton, Stone, Stewart, 
Talliferro, Thompson, and Whitfield—22 votes. 

« Mr. Whitfield offered the following amendment, to wit: 

Resolved, That his Excellency the Governor, be requested to 
furnish to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions, with a request 
that they be laid before both branches of Congress: 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, adopted. 

On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield, said resolutions were 
referred to a committee of the whole house, and made the special 
order of to-morrow, at 11 o’clock, a. m. 

Mr. Whitfield asked and obtained leave to offer the following 
resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, that’ 
the auditor of public accounts be, and he is hereby authorised and 
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required to deliver to James E. Matthews, the warrant for thirty 
dollars, found in the Anditor’s office in 1848, which is described 
in the Auditor’s report of January 11, 1850: 
Which was read the first time. 
On motion of Mr. Whitfield, the rule was suspended, and the 
resolution read the second time by title. 
On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield, said resolution was re- 
ferred to a select committee of three. 
Messrs, Whitfield, Brooke, and Berry, were appointed said 
committee. 
On motion of Mr. Bell, the following message from his Excel- 
l lency the Governor, was called from the table and read, to wit: 


To ihe Senate and House of Representatives: 

In my message at the opening of the present session, I promised 
to invite your attention to the propriety of some improvements in 
our present militia and patroll systems, and to the correction of 
some defecis which experience has pointed out in the school and 
levee laws of the last session of the Legislature. I will now 
briefly proceed in the discharge of that duty. 

In the last annual message of my predecessor, the attention of 
the Legislature was called to the almost entire disorganization of 
the militia system of this State, attributable to the effect of the 

‘law of 1848, on that subject. 

Accompanying that message, were presented the results of a 
conference of the Major Generals of the State, called together by 
my predecessor, for the purpose of consulting and reporting upon 
the proper means of improving our military organization. 

I concur with my predecessor in opinion that under the present ` 
laws, an effective organization of the militia is impracticable, and 
as I believe that neither we, nor any other people have arrived 
at such a degree of social perfection as to dispense entirely with 
some physical force, to sustain the Government, and to cnable the 
Executive Department to cause the laws to be respected and ex- 
ecuted, and “to suppress insurrection and repel invasion,” I earnestly 
call your attention to the importance, if not necessity of giving 
efficiency to our Military organization, by adopting an improved 
system, or by amending and modifying the existing laws on this 
subject. 

Some effective plan of embodying, arranging, and if necessary, 
bringing into action the united force of the citizens, is an essen- 
tial part of the Government of a free country. This great arm of 
protection and defence, should be preserved at all times. It 
would be unwise at any time to be unprepared for emergencies 
which might endanger the peace of the State or the safety of its 
citizens, however remote such contingencies might appear. 

A concurrence in the leading views of the Board of Officers, 
which were convened by my predecessor, and respect for their 
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opinions induce me to recommend the outlines of the plan for or- 
ganizing the volunteer Militia, presented by them, to the Legis- 
lature at its last Session, and referredto in the report of Major 
General: Duffield, of date November 16th, herewith transmitted 
by the act ofthe 9th of March, 1850. To promote common schools 
in the several counties in the State, the sum of $200,000 was 
appropriated, to be distributed among the several counties, in pro- 
pottion to the number of free white children in each county over 
six, and under 20 years of age; and by the third section of that 
act, it was the duty of the auditor of public accounts to appor- 
tion said sum among the several counties, according to the num- 
ber of children therein entitled to schooling, under the act, and to 
issue his warrant on the State Treasurer, in favor of the several 
counties for the sums due them respectively. 

To enable the auditor to declare such appointment, and make 
payment, it is necessary as a preliminary, that the number of 
children in each and every ‘county of this State, should be ascer- 
tained. 

The second section of the act therefore provides that an accu- 
rate enumeration of such children should be made by the asses- 
sors of taxes, in the several counties where they should assess the 
taxes of this year, and report a list of the enumeration to the au- 
ditor ; but no time is prescribed within which these lists shall be 
reported by the assessor, nor any penalty for neglect of this duty. 
The assessors of eleven counties, having failed up to-this time to 
report the lists required by law, it has been, consequently, impos- 
sible for the auditor to strike the proportion due each county, and 
it is evident that so long as any single county shall neglect to 
report, no aportionment of this fund can be made. Again, by 
the first section of the act, it is made a condition precedent to the 
payment of the distributive share allowed to any county, that 
the Board of Police of such county should, in quotations, levy a 
tax of twenty-five per cent. upon said distributive share. It is 
equally evident that this condition cannot be complied with. until 
the aportionment be struck, and the amount ‘of the distributive 
share ascertained. The integer must be known, before the ratio 
can be fixed. 

Having presented the obstacles in the way of the execution of 
this law, I leave it to the wisdom of the Legislature to devise the 
corrective measures to carry it into effect, according to their inten- 
tion, suggesting however the difficulty, if not impossibility, of 
effecting this purpose before the termtation of the present fiscal 
year. I recommend that time be given to the delinquent assessors, 
until 1851, to make the enumeration of children, and report the 
lists, and that the performance of their duties be enforced under 
suitable penalties. 

It is impossible at present, to calculate the effect of the late 
reduction of taxes upon the future revenue of the State, and it is 
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important,-in view of the grave subjects which now seco the 
attention of the Legislature, that the Treasury should not be 
exhausted by too liberal appropriations, an effect likely to follow 
from the operation of the fourth section of the law now under con- 
sideration. I have therefore recommended the repeal of that law, 
or at least its suspension, until the effects of the present revenue 
laws be fully developed. The auditor of public accounts has fre- 
quently called my attention to several practical difficulties, grow- 
ing out of the conflicting provisions of the acts of 1850, relative 
to the making and repairs of levees in the counties of Washington, 
Issequena and Bolivar, and the general revenue laws. They in- 
volve several questions of importance to the interests of the State. 

1. Whether the lands held by the State for taxes, are embraced - 
within the provisions of these local laws. 

2. Whether the power of sale for the non-payment of the levee 
tax in these counties, is taken away by the subsequent general 
statute, abolishing sales of land for taxes. 

If the lands held by the State for taxes are embraced in these 
laws, the entire revenue of the year on land in Washington coun- 
ty, will be five hundred and fifty dollars, eighty-seven cents less, 
than the tax on these lands, and it will require one-half of the land 
oo from Issequena, to pay the levee tax on the lands so held 
there. ; 

If the affirmative of the second question be the correct con- 
struction, great emharrassment of titles must result . from any sale 
heretofore made, and if no call be made, and the terms of the 
delinquent land law be held to require that the lands on which 
this tax is not paid, shall be forfeited to the State under the general 
law, itis more than probable that the whole revenue of these coun- 
ties will be insufficient to meet the demand {or the levee tax. 

Another difficulty arises out ofthe provision ofthese laws, re- 
quiring the levee tax on the located lands ofthe State to be paid 
out ofthe Internal Improvement fund, when in fact there are not in 
the Treasury any monies of that fund unappropriated. 

Some Legislation harmonizing these laws and distinctly de- 
claring the will of the Legislature upon these subjects, is essen- 
tial. If it remain the desire of the Legislature that the levee tax 
should be upon the located lands of the State, the last men- 
tioned difficulty can be removed by a direct appropriation from the 
Treasury for that purpose. 

Under the present revenue law, the Collector is required to 
meet the tax payers in tle precircts at stated periods before the 
first of March, to collect their dues ; but he is not authorised to 
distrain before the first of March. The period from the first of 
March to the first of April, when all lands are to be returned, 
on which he cannot find personalty of the owner liable to distress, 
is quite too short. [therefore reccommend that he be allowed 
to distrain after the first of February, and be allowed a proper 
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fee where there may be a necessity for such distress, without 
neglect on his part to give proper notice, or when he shall have 
made a demand on the owner. 

The act of the last Session of the Legislature creating impor- 
tant changes in the revenue laws, did not reach some counties of 
this State in time: to enable several tax collectors to conform 
strictly with its provisions. In consequence thereof many infor- 
malities and irregularities im the returns made by them of forfeited 
lands occurred, which compelled the Auditor to reject such returns, 
and to charge the tax collector with the deficiencies growing out of 
such rejections. These were generally paid by the tax collectors, 
and it is but justice to them that they should have an opportunity of 
remuneration for these advances. I therefore recommend that the 
several tax collectors, be by law authorised, with their returns of 
next year (if made in the manner prescribed by law) to embrace 
the taxes ofthe year 1849 remaining uncollected by them at the. 
time of their regular return, and to receive allowance thereof on` 
their settlement of the revenue ofthe present fiscal year. 

Executive CHAMBER. 

Jackson November 25, 1850. 

J. A. QUITMAN. 


Mr. Sharkey moved that said message be laid on the table, and 
` that 1000 copies thereof be printed for the use of the Senate, 
which was lost. : 

Mr. Berry moved that said message be laid on the table, and 
that 200 copies thereof be printed for the use of the Senate, ` 
which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, the bill to be entitled an act to call 
a convention of the people of this State, was called from the 
table and read. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, said bill was referred to a committee of 
the whole house, and made the special order of the day for 12 
o'clock, M, on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Pettus, the Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 


TUESDAY, Novemser 26, 1850. , 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of yesterday was read. l 

Mr. Sharkey presented the petitions of W. E. Thomas, C. M.. 
Price, and divers other citizens of Hinds, Rankin, and other ad- 
Joining counties, petitioning the Legislature to pass an act forming 
a new county to be called Pearl county, which was read; and on 
motion of Mr. Sharkey, said petition was referred to a select 
committee of five. 
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Messrs. Sharkey, Singleton, Catching, Stewart and Brooke, 
were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Hughes asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to repeal the first section of an act in relation to 
the sixteenth section fund in Noxubee and Coahoma counties, ap- 
proved March the 4th 1850, so far as the first section applies to 
Noxubee county, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Hughes, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Hughes, said bill was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Cothran, in pursuance of notice, introduced a bill, to be 
entitled an act to enforce the punctual payment of taxes, which . 
was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cothran, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
_ Tead the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Cothran, said bill was laid on table. 

Mr. Cothran, in pursuance of notice, introduced a bill, to be ~ 
entitled an act for the relief of Tax Collectors, which was read 
the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cothran, the rule was suspended, and jthe 
bill read the second time by title. 

On further motion of Mr. Cothran, said bill was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, the Senate proceeded to the consider. ` 
ation of the orders of the day, and resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole, 

On Preamble and Resolutions of the Legislature of the State 
of Mississippi, in relation to our Senators “and Representatives 
in Congress, Mr. Catching in the chair; and after some time 
spent therein, the committee rose, and Mr. Catching reported 
said preamble and resolutions back to the Senate, without amend- 
ment, and recommend that they pass. 

Mr. Catching moved that the report-be received and agreed to. 

Mr. Cannon called for a division of the question. 

The ‘vote was first taken on receiving the report, which was 
decided in the affirmative. 

The vote was then taken on agreeing to the report. which was 
decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Catching, the vote taken on yesterday, 
adopting the amendment of Mr. Whitfield, to said preamble of 
resolutions, 

Was re-considered. - 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, said amendment was withdrawn. 

The vote was then taken on the passage of said preamble and 
resolutions, which were passed. 

Mr. Brooke called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are 
as follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, 
Cannon, Carter, Cothran, Drane, Davis, Gilleland, Greer, 
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Hughes, McDugald. McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Singleton, Stone, 
Stewart, Talliaferro, Thompson, and Whitfield—23 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Alcorn, Brooks, Hodges, Reynolds, Sharkey, 
Torrey, Tait, and White—8 votes. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, the. Senate resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, on a bill, to be entitled an act to call 
a convention of the people of this State, Mr. Alcorn in' the chair; 
and after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and Mr. 
Alcorn reported progress, and asked leave to sit again at half-past 
2 o’clock this evening. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, the report was received ee agreed 
to. 

On motion of Mr. Drane, the Senate adjourned ait half-past 
2 o’clock, P. m. 

At half-past 2 o’clock, the Senate met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The Senate again proceeded to the consideration of the orders 
of the day, and resolved itself into a committee of the whole, on 
the bill, to be entitled an act to call a convention of the people of 
this State ; Mr. Alcorn in the chair; and after some time spent 
therein, the committee rose, and Mr. Alcorn reported progress, . 
and asked leave to sit again at 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, the report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Whitfield asked and obtained leave to offer the following 
resolution to wit: 

kesolved, by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, that 
his Excellency Governor Quitman, be, and is hereby requested 
to furnish each of our Senators and Representatives in the Con- 
gress of -the United States, with a copy of the preamble and 
resolutions passed at this session of the Legislature, approving the 
course of the Hon. Jefferson Davis, the Hon. A. G. Brown, 
Wm. McWillie, W. S. Featherston, and Jacob Thompson, and 
disapproving the course of the Hon. Henry S. Foote, as Sena- 
tors and Representatives in Congress, from this State, with a re- 
quest that said preamble and resolutions be presented to their 
respective branches of the National Legislature. 

Which was read the first time. 


On motion of Mr. White, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, at 10 o’clock. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1850. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. F 

The Jouunal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. Carter, from the standing committee on elections, made 
the following report, to wit: 
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Mr. Presipent: The standing committee on elections, have 
examined the certificates presented by Messrs. William- Cothran 
and James Whitfield, and find them duly and constitutionally 
elected to fill the vacancies occasioned by the death of the Hons. 
Benjamin Kennedy and Dabney Lipscomb, which was read, and 
on motion of Mr. Carter, was received and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Sharkey, Mr. Hodges, the Honorable Sena- 
tor from the senatorial district, composed of the counties of Ran- 
kin and Smith, was added to the committee to whom was refer- 
red the petition of M. E. Thomas, C. M. Price, and others, 
petitioning the Legislature to pass an act forming a new county, 
to be called Pearl County. 

Mr. Brooke, from a select committee, made the following re- 
port, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpent: The select committee to whom was referred 
the within resolution, beg leave to report that they have had the 
same under consideration, and find the evidence of the ownership 
ot the warrant foo indefinite to enable them to come to any deter- ` 
mination in reference thereto, and ask leave to be discharged from 
its further consideration, which was read ; and on motion of .Mr. 
Brooke, was received and agreed to, and the resolution therein 
reported, was laid on the table, to wit: 

Resolved, -by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, that 
the auditor of public accounts be, and he is hereby authorised 
and required to deliver to James E. Matthews, the warrant for 
thirty dollars, found in the Auditor’s office in 1848, which is des- 
cribed in the Auditor’s report of January 11, 1850. 

The President presented to the Senate the memorial of George 
T. Swann, Auditor of Public Accounts, memoralizing the Legis- 
lature in relation to the State Commissioners, &c., which was 
read; and on motion of Mr. Sharkey, was referred to a select 
committee of three. 

Mr. Sharkey, Talliaferro, and Greer, were appointed said 
committee. 

Mr. Reynolds presented the claim of Robert Davenport, Sheriff - 
of Tishemingo county, which on motion of Mr. Reynolds, was 
referred to the committee on claims. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the resolution entitled a resolution 
requesting the Governor to transmit to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, a copy of the preambie and resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, in relation to 
our Senators and Representatives in Congress, was called from 
the orders of the day, read the second time and adopted. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the orders of the 
day, and resolved itself into committee of the whole, ona bill, to 
be entitled an act to call a convention of the people of this State, 
Mr. Alcorn in the chair; and after some time spent therein, 
the committes rose, and Mr. Alcorn reported said bill back to the 
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Senate, with sundry amendments, and asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, the report was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Sharkey offered the following amendment, viz: 

Section—And be it-further enacted, that the members elected 
to such convention, shall before taking their seats, take an oath 
to support the constitution ef the United States ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Cannon, was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Sharkey called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, 
Cannon, Carter, Cothran, Davis, Gilleland, Greer, Hughes, 
McDugald, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Singleton, Stone, Stewart, 
Talliaferro, Thompson and Whitfield—22 votes. - 

Nays—Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Drane, Hodges, Reynolds, 
Sharkey, Torrey, Tait and White—9 votes. 

Mr. Alcorn offered the following amendment, to wit: 

“Provided that the Sheriff or other proper officers of the several 
counties, in holding said election, shall submit to each voter spe- 
cially the question, are you in favor of the call of a convention; 
and the clerk shall record the sense of the voter by writing oppo- 
site his name, if in favor of a convention, the word “ conven- 
tion,” and if opposed to said convention, the words, ‘‘no conven- 
tion ;” and if it shall appear upon a comparison of the polls that 
a majority of the voters of this State are opposed to the call of a 
convention, it shall be the duty of the Governor to issue his pro- 
clamation, postponing indefinitely the convention of the delegates 
elected under the provisions of this act ;” 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. McDugald, was laid 
on the table. l 

Mr. Alcorn called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, 
Cannon, Carter, Cothran, Drane, Gilleland, Greer, Hughes, 
McDugald, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Singleton, Stone, Stewart, 
Talliaferro, Thompson and Whittield—22 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Hodges, Reynolds, Sharkey; 
Torrey, Tait and White—8 votes. 

On motion of Mr. Drane, said bill as amended, was ordered to 
be engrossed, and made the special order of the day at half-past 
3 o'clock this evening. ` 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpenr: The House of Representatives have adopted 
the following resolution : 

Resolved, the Senate concurring, that a joint select committee 
of five members on the part of the House, and on the part 
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of the Senate, be appointed with instructions to select and report 
such bills of general and permanent importance and interest as 
ought, in the opinion of the committee, to be acted on and passed 
at the present Legislature, and such bills of special and local 
character as cannot be postponed for enactment to a future legis- 
lature, without manifest detriment to the local interests they pro- 
vide for ;'and have appointed on the part of the House, Messrs. 
Young, Thomas, of Marshall, Regan, of Claiborne; Durr and 
Cassidy, in which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of 
the Senate ; which was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Drane, said message was called from the 
table, and the resolutions therein reported, read; and on:the fur- 
ther motion of Mr. Drane, was concurred in. 

Messrs. Brooke, White and Stone, were appoitited said com- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives have con- 
curred in the resolution requiring the Governor to transmit to each 
of our Senators and Representatives ‘in Congress, certain resolu- 
tions of this Legislature; and have adopted an amendment thereto, 
in which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the Senate ; 
which was laid on the table. . 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, said message was called from the 
table, and the amendment therein reported. 

On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield, said amendment was 
disagreed to. ~ 

On motion of Mr. Berry, the Senate adjourned until half-past 
3 o'clock, P. M. ‘ ` 

At half-past 3 o’clock r. m., the Senate met pursuant to ad- 
journment. 

Mr. Brooke moved that the vote taken on this morning, re- 
fusing to concur in the amendment made by the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the resolution requesting the Governor to transmit 
certain resolutions to our Senators and Representatives in Con-. 
gress, be ‘re-considered, which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, the special message of his Excel- 
lency the Governor, was called from the table, and read. 

Mr. Whitfield offered the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, That so much of the special message of the Gover- 
-nor as relates to the malitia, be referred to the committee on 
military affairs ; so much as relates to levees, to the committee on 
internal improvements; so much as relates to state taxes, to the 
committee on finance, and so much as relates to common schools, 
to the committee on education ; : i 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, was adopted. 

Mr. Catching, from a select committee, made the following 
report, to wit: 
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Mr. Prestpenr: The committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Thomas Holladay, late tax collector of Copiah county, 
beg leave to report that they have examined the auditor’s account 
as charged against said tax collector, for the year 1848, and find 
that he is charged with the sum of $6137 24 cts., and by exam- 
ining the tax list furnished the collector for that year, we make 
the State tax to amount to the sum of $5417 71 cts., showing a 
difference of $719 53 cts., improperly charged in the list fur. 
nished the auditor, and also that the committee have examined the 
account for the year 1844, and find the collector charged in the 
sum of $6415 91 cts., and by examining the tax list furnished 
the collector for that year, we make the State tax to amount to 
the sum of $5904 89 cts., making a difference in said list and 
amount charged in auditor’s office, of $541 02 cts., amounting 
in the'aggregate for the two years, to an overcharge of $1200 
65 cts. The committee, in view cf the facts above stated, have 
instructed me to-report the following bill, and recommend its 
passage ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Catching, was received 
and agreed to, and the bill therein reported to be entitled an act 
for the relief of Thomas Holliday, late tax collector of Copiah 
county, was read the first time ; and on motion of Mr. Catching, 
said bill was laid on the table. 

Mr. Singleton, from a select committee, made the following 
report, to wit: 

Mr. Presipenr: The select committee to whom was referred 
the message of the Governor in relation to the State Arms and 
accompanying documents, have had the same under consideration, 
and have instructed me to make the following report. From an 
examination of said message and the Adjutant * tencral’s report 
accompanying it, which are the only matters refëfred to them for 
consideration, and in the absence of any facts or circumstances 
tending to impeach said report, your committee take pleasure in 
saying, that in our opinion, our present worthy Executive stands 
fully acquitted of any improper conduct in reference to the State 
arms ; -and so far from being liable to censure for any misconduct 
in relation thereto, they are satisfied, from the statements made in 
his message, that so soon as the rumor reached him that a portion 
of the arms were removed, or likely to be removed, from the arsenal, 
he immediately interposed his executive authority to put down such 
movement, if any such were ever contemplated ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Singleton, was received 
and agreed to. i i 
Mr. Singleton moved that 1000 copies of said report, message 
and accompanying documents, be printed for the use of the Senate ; 

which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, 1000 copies of said report were 
ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

4—s 
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On motion of Mr. Carter, the vote taken on to-day concur- 
ring in the joint resolution ofthe Housé, appointing a committee of 
five on the part of the House, and — on the part of the Senate, for 
the purpose of reporting bills for the consideration of the Legisla- 
ture, was reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. Torrey, said resolution was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. White, a bill to be entitled an act to amend 
the levee laws of Washington county, was called from the table, 
and referred to the Committee on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of mr. White, a bill to be entitled an act to authorize 
the Board of county Police of Yazoo county to sell the public 
buildings and other property belonging to said county, in the town 
of Benton, in said county; 

Was called from the table, and referred to a select committee 
of three. 

Messrs. White, Stewart and Brooke, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Beene, from the committee on engrossed bills, made the 
following report, to wit : 

Mr. PresiDenT: The committee on engrossed bills, have ex- 
amined a bill of the following title, to wit: 

A bill, to be entitled an act to provide for a convention of the 
people of the State of Mississippi, and have found the same cor- 
rectly engrossed ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Beene, was received 
and agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the special orders 
of the day, and took up a bill to be entitled an act to provide for 
a convention of the people of the State of Mississippi, which was 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. Sharkey, called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are 
as follows, to wit. 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, 
Cannon, Carter, Cothran, Drane, Davis, Golladay, Gilleland, Greer, 
Hughes, McDugald, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Singleton, Stone, 
Stewart, Taliaferro, Thompson and Whitfield—21 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Hodges, Davis, Reynolds, 
Sharkey, Torrey, Tait, and White—9 votes. 

Ordered that the title thereof be as stated, 

Mr. White, from a select committee, made the following report, 
to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The committee to whom was referred a bill 
authorizing the Board of Police to sell public property in the coun- 
ty of Yazoo, have had the same under consideration, and do re- 
commend its passage, which is respectfully submitted ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. White, was received 
and agreed to. 
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‘Mr. White moved that the rule be suspended, said bill be read 
the third time, and put upon its passage; which was lost. 

Mr. Brooke moved. to call from the table the resolution from 
the House declining to act upon any business except that for which 
they were specially convened by the Executive. 

Pending which motion ; 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. 


OMAE 
£ 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 1850. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of yesterday, was read. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the vote taken on yesterday, or- 
dering 1000 copies of the report of the select committee to whom 
was referred the Governor’s message in relation to the State Arms, 
to be printed ; 

- Was re-considered. 

Mr. Sharkey presented the petition of C. Steele, Sheriff of 
Warren county, which was read; and on motion of Mr. Sharkey, 
was referred to a select committee of three. 

Messrs. Sharkey, Cothran and Thompson, were appointed said 
committee. 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, the joint resolution of the House of 
Representatives appointing a joint select committee to report such 
bill of a general and local nature as in their opinion should be 
acted on at this session of, the Legislature ; was called from the 
table. 

Mr. Brooke moved that said resolution be concurred in, which 
was lost. 

Mr. Stone asked and obtained leave to offer the following reso- 
lution to wit: 

Resolved, the House concurring, that the Legislature adjourn 
sine die, on Thursday next, at 11 o’clock, a. m. 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Stone moved that the rule be suspended, the resolution read 
the second time, and put on its passage, which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Berry, leave was granted him to have his 
vote recorded in favor of the passage of a bill, to be entitled an 
act to provide for a convention of the people of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, which passed the Senate on yesterday. 

Mr. Brooke moved to call from the table the joint resolution of 
the House, fixing on Saturday next, at 4 o'clock, r. m., as. the 
time for both houses to adjourn sine die, which was lost. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the orders of the 
day. 
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‘A bill, to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of County 
Police of Yazoo, to sell the public buildings and other property be- 
longing to said county, in the town of Benton in said county; 

Was taken up. as 

On motion of Mr. White, said bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and made the order of the day for a third reading on to-morrow. —_ 

On motion of Mr. Carter, leave was granted him to call from the 
table a bill to be entitled an act to authorise the Boards of Police 
in certain counties therein named, to lay a tax for county purposes. 

Mr. Beene moved to amend said bill by adding the county of 
Itawamba, which was adopted. 

Mr. Carter moved to amend said bill by adding the county of 
Newton, which was adopted. 

Mr. Pettus moved to amend said bil! by adding the county of 
Neshoba, which was adopted. 

Mr. Hodges moved to amend said bill by adding the county of 
Smith, which was adopted. 

Mr. Hughes moved to amend said bill by adding. the county of ` 
Winston, which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, said bill as amended, was ordered to 
be engrossed, for a third reading, on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Cothran, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a resolution for the relief of the Hon. F. M. Rogers. 

On the further motion of Mr. Cothran, the rule was suspended, 
the resolution considered as engrossed, read the third time and 
passed ; ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, leave was granted him to call trom 
the table a bill, to be entitled an act forthe relief of tax-collé@ctors. 

On the further motion of Mr. Brooke, the rule was suspended, 
the bill considered as engrossed, read the third time and passed. 

Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, leave was granted him to call from the 
table a bill, to be entitled an act for the benefit of W. D. Robbins 
and Benjamin C. Earle. 

On the further motion of Mr. Bell, the rule was suspended, the 
bill considered as engrossed, read the third time and passed; or- 
dered that the title thereof ‘be as stated. 

Mr. Sharkey asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to 
be entitled an act to amend an act, entitled an act to revive and 
continue an act to Incorporate the Southern Railroad Company, ap- 
proved 23d February, 1846; passed March 9, 1850 ; 

Which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sharkey, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Sharkey, said bill was referred 
to a select committee of five. 

Messrs. Sharkey, Pettus, Hodges, Stone and Carter, were ap- 
pointed said committee. 
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On motion of Mr. Stewart, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a bill; to be entitled an act to change the name of Mary 
D. Brooks. 

On the further motion of Mr. Stewart, said bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Tait, leave was granted him to call from the 
table a bill, to be entitled an act to amend an act, entitled an act. 
to Incorporate the Hernando Female Academy. 

On the further motion of Mr. Tait, the rule was suspended, 
said bill considered as engrossed, read the third time and passed ; 
ordered that the title thereof be as stated. ‘ 

Mr. Beene asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to change the time of holding the Probate Court of 
Itawamba county, which was read the first time. i 

On motion of Mr. Beene, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Beene, the rule was further 
suspended, the bill considered as engrossed, read the third time 
and passed ; ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a bill, to be entitled an act to Incorporate Newton 
Female Collegiate Institute. E 

On the further motion of Mr. Stewart, the rule was suspended, 
the bill considered as engrossed, read the third time and passed ; 
ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Hodges, leave was granted him to tall from the 
table a bill, to be entitled an act, to authorize an act, entitled an 
act to ‘legalize the sales of the sixteenth section, in the county of 
Smith, in the State of Mississippi, approved March 8, 1850. 

On the further motion of Mr. Hodges, the rule was suspended, 
the bill considered as engrossed, read the third time and passed ; 
ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Catching, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas 
Holliday, late tax-collector of Copiah county. a 

On the further motion of Mr. Catching, the rule was suspended, 
said bill considered as engrossed, read the third time and passed ; 
ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit : 

Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives have receded 
from their amendment made to the resolution of the Senate, re- 
questing the Governor to furnish each of our Senators and Repre- 
sentatives in Congress with a copy of the preamble and resolutions 
passed at this session of the Legislature, approving the course of 
Honorable. Jefferson Davis, the Hons. A. G. Brown, Wm. 
McWillie, W. S. Featherston, and Jacob Thompson; disapprov- 
ing the course of the Hon. H. S. Foote. 
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On motion of Mr. Bell, leave was granted him to call from the 
table a bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Hugh: Morrow, 
a revolutionary soldier. p 

_On the further motion of Mr, Bell} the rule was suspended, the 
bill considered as engrossed; read the third time and passed ; 
ordered that the title thereof be as stated. : 

Mr. Alcorn, from the committee on Internal Improvement, made 
the following report, to wit : ' 

Mr. Presipent: The committee on internal improvement 
have had under their consideration a bill to be entitled an act 
to amend the several laws in force providing for the erection and 
repair of levees in the counties of Desoto, Tuhica, Issaquena, 
and Washington ; and for taxing the internal improvement lands 
held by the State in said counties of “ Bolivar, Issaquena, and 
Washington,” and have instructed me to report the same back to 
the Senate, without amendment, and recommend its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, the report was received and agreed 
to, and the bill therein reported to be entitled an act to amend the 
several laws in force providing for the erection and repair of 
levees in the counties of Desoto, Tunica, Issaquena and Wash- 
ington, and for taxing the internal improvement lands held -by the 
State, in said counties of Bolivar, Issaquena and Washington ; 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Alcorn offered the following amendment by way of en- 
grossed ryder, to wit: l 

“ Provided however, that nothing in this act shall be construed 
so.as to allow the State to pay upon the internal improvement 
lands any other or greater tax than is paid by individuals ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Alcorn, was adopted. 

On the further motion of Mr. Alcorn, the bill with its ryder, 
was then put upon its passage and passed.‘ 

Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. ` 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, leave was granted him to call fróm 
the table a bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of John 
Hinton, a free negro. 

Mr. Whitfield moved that the rule be suspended, the bill con- 
sidered as engrossed ; read the third time and put upon its passage, 
which was lost. 

On the furtheř motion of Mr. Whitfield, said bill was ordered 
to be engrossed: for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, leave was granted -him to call 
from the table a bill, to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdic- 
tion of Justices of the Peace of the county of Tishamingo to 
action of damages, . 

.Mr. Beene moved that said bill be amended, by adding the 
county of Itawamba, which was adopted. 

Mr. Reynolds.moved that the rulé be suspended, the bill as 
amended, be considered as engrossed, read the third time and put 
on its passage, which was lost. 
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On the further motion of Mr. Reynolds, said bill was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading on to-morrow. 

A message in writing was received from his Excellency the 
Governor, through his private Secretary Mr. McDonald; 

Which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Alcorn asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act for the relief of James M. Parker, of Coahoma 
County, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Aicorn, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Alcorn, the rule was further sus- 
pended, the bill considered as engrossed, read the third time and 
passed ; ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

Mr. Pettus asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act tor the relief of Henry C. Robinson and Christana 
L. Robinson, his wife, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Pettus, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Pettus, the rule was further sus- 
pended, the bill considered as engrossed, read the third time and 
passed ; ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a bill, to be entitled an act to Incorporate the coma 
_‘and Noxubee Turnpike Company : 

On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield, said bill was wished 
to a select committee of three. 

Messrs. Whitfield, Cannon and Golladay, were appointed said 
committec. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a bill, to be entitled an act to regulate the taxes here- 
after to be levied on the sales of merchandize within the State of 
Mississippi, and for other purposes. 

On the further motion of Mr. Stone, said bill was referred to a 
committee of the whole house, and made the special order of the 
day for 12 o’clock M., on to-morrow. 

* On motion of Mr. Drane, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock, a. m. 


FRIDAY, Novemser 29, 1850. 


The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of yesterday, was read. 

Mr. Cothran presented the petition of W. H. Curtis, S. Stovall, 
and divers other citizens of Township No. 19, of Range 5 East, 
in which the town of Middleton is situated, in relation to the 
Middleton Male and Female Academy, which was read; 
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And on motion of Mr. Cothran, was referred to a select com- 
mittee of three. : 

Messrs. Cothran, Brooke and Beene, were appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Beene, trom the committee on Engrossed bills, made the 
following report, to wit: 

Mr. Presrpent: The committee on engrossed bills, have ex- 
amined bills of the following titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled an act for the relief of John Hinton, a 
free negro. 

A bill to be entitled an act to extend the jurisdiction of the 
Justices of the Peace of the counties of Tishamingo and Itawamba. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Mary D. 
Brooks. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of Police of 
Yazoo County to sell the public buildings and other property be- 
longing to said county, in the town of Benton, of said county. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of Police of 
certain counties therein named, to levy a tax for county purposes, 
and have found the same correctly engrossed. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk, Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have passed 
bills of the following titles: 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of the Missis- 
sippi Academy, and to authorize the institution to loan its funds at 
the rate of ten per cent. per annum. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act, incorporating the 
town of Pass Christian ; approved March 9, 1850. 

A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Euclid Female 
Academy, in the county of Tishamingo, in which I am requested 
to desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

The Speaker of the House has signed Preamble and Resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, in relation to our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress, which is herewith pre- 
sented to the Senate for the signature of the President. 

The House of Representatives have given leave to the intro- 
duction of a bill, to be entitled an act to ascertain the number of 
acres of land to be planted in cotton, in the State of Mississippi. 
-The President signed the bill therein named. 

Mr. Stewart, from the standing committee on Education, made 
the following report, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpenr: The standing committee on Education, to- 
whom was referred so much of the Governor’s Special Message 
as relates to a law approved March 9, 1850, to provide common 
schools, have had the same under consideration, and have in- 
structed me to report the following bill, and recommend its passage; 
which was read. 
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On motion of Mr. Stewart, it was received and agreed to, and 
the bill therein reported to be entitled an act to repeal an act, 
entitled an act to promote common schools in the: several counties 
of this State ; approved March 9, 1850; 

Was read the first time. 

Mr. Brooke, from the sudici Committee, made the following 
report, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The J udiciary Committee to whom was re- 
ferred a bill, to be entitled an act to extend the remedy by attach- 
ment in the Courts ot Chancery, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and beg leave to report the same back to the Senate, 
without amendment, and recommend its passage ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Brooke, was received 
and agreed to. 

On the further motion of Mr. Brooke, the rule was suspended, 
the bill considered as engrosséd ; read the third time and passed. 

Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

Mr. Reynolds asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to amend an act, regulating the payment of the 
fees of clerks and returning officers of Presidential elections, and 
of Grand Jurors and Bailiffs in the Circuit Courts, and for other 
purposes ; approved March 8, 1850; 

Which was read the first time. 

Mr. Davis asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act for the relief of John I. Sibley, and Martha Jane 
Sibley, of Pike County, minor heirs of Sidley deceased: which 
was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

Mr. Davis moved that the rule be suspended, the bill considered 
as engrossed, read the third time, and put on its passage, which 
was lost. 

Mr. Thompson asked and -:obtained leave to introduce a bill, to 
be entitled an act to change the time of holding the Probate Court 
of Monroe County, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Thompson, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Thompson, the rule was further 
suspended, the bill considered as engrossed; read the third time 
and passed. Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

Mr. Brooke asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to provide for the sale of the State Lands, and for 
the benefit of actual settlers thereon; which was read the first 
time: 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, the rule was , suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Brooke, said bill was referred to 
the committee on internal improvements. 
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Mr. Stone, from the committee on the J udiciary, made the fol- 
lowing report, to wit: : 

Mr. Prestpent: The committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred “ A bill, defining the remedy in Courts of Chancery | 
in certain cases,” have had the same under consideration, and 
` have instructed me to report, that Legislation on that subject is 

inexpedient, and ask to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the subject ; 


Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Stone, was received and 
agreed to. 

Mr. Sharkey asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act for the encouragement of manufactories within the - 
State of Mississippi. which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Sharkey, the rule was suspended, and the 
bill read the second time by title. 

.On the further motion of Mr. Sharkey, said bill was referred to 
a select committee of three. 


Messrs. Sharkey, Drane and Whitfield, were appointed said 
commitiee. 


Mr. Whitfield, from a select committee, made the following re- 
port, to wit: i 

Mr. Preswexrt: The select committee to whom was referred 
“ A bill, to be entitled an act to incorporate the Columbus and 
Noxubee Turnpike Company,” have had the same under consid- 
eration, and ask leave to report the same back to the Senate, with 
sundry amendments, and recommend the bill as amended, do pass; 
all of which is respectfully submitted ; l 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, was received 
and agreed to. ; 

The amendments therein reported, are as follows, to wit: i, 
Amendment 3d section, 11th line, by adding the words “do 
before the word “ all.” X 
Amend 6th section, 3d line, by adding the words “ or near 
after the word “from,” and in the last» line by inserting the 

words “or Noxubee,” before the word “ river.” 

Amend, by striking the 11th and 18th sections ; 

Which amendments were read. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, concurred in. 

On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield, the rule was suspended, 
the bill as amended considered as engrossed; read the third time 
and passed. Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

Mr. Bell asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to amend an act, entitled an act to incorporate the 
town of New Albany in the town of Pontotoc, which was read 
the first time. i 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 
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On the further, motion of Mr. Bell, the rule was further susa 
pended, the bill considered as engrossed; read the third time and 
passed. Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

Mr. - Alcorn ‘submitted the following resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, by the Senate, that the Hon. John A. Winston, of 
Alabama, .be invited to take a seat within the bar of the Senate, 
which was read. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Hodges, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a resolution entitled, a -resolution of the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi, in behalf of the discharged soldiers of 

the first Mississippi Rifles. 

__ Mr. Hodges moved that the rule be suspended, the resolution be 
engrossed, read the third time and put on its passage, which was 
lost. 

On mption of Mr. Alcorn, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a bill, to be erititled an act to provide for the construc- 
tion of a Levee in the counties of Desoto, Tunica and Coahoma, 
for the protection of the State and school lands. 

Mr. Berry moved that said bill be indefinitely postponed, which 
was lost. 

Mr. Alcorn called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Messrs. Bell, Berry, Beene, Catching, Cannon, Carter, 
Drane, Davis, Golladay, Greer, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Tallia- 
ferro, and Whitfield—-13 votes. 

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Cothran, Gille- 
land, Hodges, Hughes, McDugald, Reynolds, Stone, Stewart, 
Sharkey, Torrey, Thompson, Tait, and Wite—16 votes. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, said bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading on to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Stewart, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a bill, to be entitled an act to establish a Commercial 
and Criminal Court in the city of Jackson. 

Mr. Stone moved that said bill be referred to a committee of the 
whole House, and made the special order of the day for Monday 
next, at 11 o’clock, a. m., which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Brooke, the following message from his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, was called from the table, and read, to wit: 

To tHe Senate: At the Jast September Term of the Circuit 
Court of Leake County, a Judgment for two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars and costs, was rendered against Morgan Mills and Peter 
Ragsdale, as sureties upon an appearance bond for Charles H. 
Sanders, who have been arrested and-indicted in that court for 
petit larceny, and failed to make his appearance on the trial of the 
cause, in consequence of which his bond was declared forfeited. 
It is now represented to me by the petition of numerous citizens 
of Leake County, that said Mills at the time of signing said bond, 
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was partially blind, and very infirm, and executed said bond under 
the belief that he would be responsible only for seventy-five dol-. 
lars. It is also represented that the other surety, Ragsdale, ‘is 
wholly insolvent, and that the whole forfeiture will fall -on said 
Mills. i 
In consideration of these facts, I ask the advice and consent of 
the Senate to the remission of the one-half of said forfeiture 
against said Mills, on payment of the remaining half, and all 
costs. i - 
Executive CHAMBER, J. A. QUITMAN, 
Jackson, Nov. 28, 1850. 


On motion of Mr. Brooke, the Senate resolved itself into Ex- 
ecutive session, with open doors, on said message. 

On motion of Mr. Gilleland, the Senate advise and consent to 
the remission of said fine as asked in said message. ° 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, the Executive session rose. 

i The Senate proceeded to.the consideration of the orders of the 

ay. s 
A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of Police of 
Yazoo County to sell the public buildings and other property be- 
longing to said county, in the town of Benton in said county, was 
read the third time and passed. 

Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. _ 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of Police of 
certain counties therein named, to levy a tax for county purposes, 
was read the third time and passed. : 

Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

A bill to be entitled an act,to extend the jurisdiction of Justices 
of the Peace of the counties of Tishamingo and Itawamba ; was 
read the third time and lost. | 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of Mary D. 
Brooks, was read the third time and passed. | 

Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

7 A bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of John Hinton, a free 
negro, was read the third time. 

Mr. Brooke offered the following amendment by way of en- 
grossed ryder, to wit: 

“Section——Be it further enacted, that the provisions of this act 
be extended to: Matthew Reynolds and his family, of the county of 
Holmes, so as to authorize them to remain in said county-of Holmes 
on the same terms and conditions as the said John Hinton is al- 
lowed to remain in the county of. Lowndes; ” which was read; 
and on motion of Mr. Brooke was adopted. 

The vote was then taken on the passage of said bill as amended, 
which was lost. 

Mr. Cannon called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit: 
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Yeas—Messrs. Brooke, Bell, Drane, Golladay, Gilleland, Greer, 
McDugald, Reynolds, Stewart, Thompson, White and Whitfield— 
12 votes. i 1 

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Berry, Catching, Cannon, 
Carter, Cothran, Davis, Hodges, Hughes, McAfee, Pettus, Ram- 
say, Singleton, Stone, Sharkey, Torrey, Talliaferro, and Tait— 
19 votes. i 

Mr. Talliaferro, from a select committee, made the following 
report, to wit: ue 

‘Mr. Presipent: The committee to whom was referred the 
memorial of George T. Swann, auditor of Public Accounts in re- 
lation to the salary of the State Commissioner, have had the same 
under consideration, and beg leave to report, that they have exam. 
ined the decision of the High Court of Errors and Appeals refer- 
red to in said memorial, and believe it to be correct in principle, 
and sufficiently definite and certain for the auditor to act upon, 
without the interference or direction of the Legislature. The de- 
cision declares the practice of former State Commissioners in 
retaining their salaries out of the funds which came into their 
hands without the authority of law, and that it is the duty of the 
Coimmissioner to pay the funds which he may collect into the trea- 
sury, and that it is the duty of the atditdér of public accounts to 
audit his salary Quarterly, and issue his warrants on the treasury 
for the amount, on any ot these funds ın the treasury. The com- 
mittee believe that no difficulty need arise with regard to the ap- 
portionment of the salary between the respective funds for in their 
opinion, the auditor is authorized under the decision, to charge the 
whole salary to the town lot fund, if he pieases, in which case no 
- injustice would be done either to the seminary or sinking funds, and 
as they are advised that there are ample means in the treasury, 
belonging to the town lot fund to pay the salary of the State Com- 
missioner, they would recommend to the auditor to pay the salary 
out of that fund; but the committee do not consider that this Legis- 
lature has the power to, direct the payment of the State Commis- 
sioner’s salary, in any other way than the court has determined he 
has the right to receive ‘it, under the law, as it was when he ac- 
cepted the office. Your committee believe that no further legisla- 
tion is necessary, and ask leave to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subject. All of which is respectfully submitted, 
which was read, and on motion of Mr. Talliaferro, was received 
and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, leave was granted him to withdraw 
the petition of Benjamin S. Long, petitioning Legislature in rela- 
tion to JohnsHinton, free negro. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 
morning, 10 o’clock. 
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SATURDAY, Novemser 80, 1850. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Journal of yesterday was read, . 

Mr. Gilleland, from the joint. committee on Enrolled Bills, 
made the following report, to wit: ` 

Mr. PresipentT: The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have 
this day presented to his Excellency the Governor, for. his approval 
and signature, “ A joint resolution in relation to our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress,” which was read, and on motion of 
Mr. Gilleland, was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Sharkey presented the petition of Henry Mataw, which 
was read, and on motion of Mr. Sharkey, was referred to the 
committee on claims. 

Mr. Beene, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, made the 
following report, to wit : 

Mr. Prusipent: The committee on Engrossed Bills, have 
examined a bill of the following title, to wit : 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for the construction of | a 
levee in the counties of Desoto, Tunica and Coahoma, for the pro- 
tection of the State and school landa, and have found the same 
correctly engrossed, 

Which was read, and on Mon of Mr, Beene, was received 
and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. White, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a bill, to be entitled an act to define the limits of Yazoo 
City. 

On the further motion of Mr. White, the rule was suspended, 
the bill considered as engrossed ; read the third time and passed. 
Ordered that the title thereof, be as stated. 

Mr. Brooke asked and obtained leave to offer the following re- 
solutions, to wit: 

Resolved, That we cherish undiminished attachment to our 
‘Glorious Union;” that its destructiom would be the death-knell 
of liberty, and that nothing short of such usurpation of power and 
oppression ‘as would be destructive to the personal and political 
rights of the South, will justify disunion or a secession from the 
confederation, by the State of Mississippi, or any other Southern 
State. 

Resolved, That the passage of the late acts of Congress, known 
as the compromise measures, acts which were passed witha view 
to settle sectional difficulties, and to preserve in it entirety “the 
union of the States, or not constitute such usurpation of | power, 
and such oppression as will justify the State of Mississippi, or 
any other Southern State in seceding from the Union. 

Resolved, That California being admitted by Congress ‘as a 
State, into the confederacy, with free and equal rights, cannot be 
dismembered of any part of her territory, without her consent ; 
and if she refuses to divide her territory, or refuses to agree that 
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slavery may be introduced South of 36 30, that her refusal will 
form no justifiable cause for Mississippi or any other Southern 
State, to secede from the Union. 
Resolved, That the settlement of the boundary question between 
the United United States and Texas, is a matter- between said 
parties ; and if Texas acceeds to the proposition made to her by 
the United States, it is‘no justifiable cause for Mississippi, or 
any other Southern State, to secede from the Union. 
Resolved, That the organization of the territories of Utah and 
New Mexico, upon the great Southern principle of non-interven- 
tion, or in other words without the Wilmot Proviso attached to 
the act organizing them, is not a justifiable cause for Mississippi 
or any other Southern State to secede from the Union. 
Resolved, That the guaranties of the present constitution were, 
_in the estimation of the twelve slave States which aided in form- 
ing it, sufficient to protect Southern rights, and we believe if each 
guarantees are carried out, as they are by the late fugitive slave 

_bill, and such bill is enforced by the courts of the country, the re- 
fusal to further amend the Constitution by additional guarantees, 
will not be a justifiable cause for Mississippi, or any other Southern 
State to secede from the Union. 

Resolved, That the commercial, agricultural, and financial situ- 
ation of Mississippi, under the present Constitution and form of 
Government, is equally, if not more prosperous at this time, than 
at any period of her existence ; that, under the existing state of | 
things, a secession from the Union would peril our institutions and 
prosperity, and might produce civil war and carnage ; for all of 
which reasons it is the opinion of this body that there is at present 
no sufficient cause to justify secession: 

Which were read. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, said resclutions were laid on the table. 

Mr. Brooke called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit : 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Beene, Catching, Cannon, 
Carter, Cothran, Drane, Davis, Gilleland, Greer, Hughes, 
McDugald, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Singleton, Stone, Stewart, 
Talliaferro, Thompson and Whitfield—22 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Hodges, Reynolds, Sharkey, 
Tait and White—7 votes. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit : 

Mr. Presipenr: The House of Representatives have passed 
a Senate bill of the following titles : 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for a Convention of the 
people of the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. Greer moved to call from the table the rosolution of the 
House of Representatives in relation to the time of adjournment 
of this Legislature, which was adopted, and the resolution read 
the first time. 
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Mr. White moved to amend said resolution by striking out “Sa- 
turday,” and inserting *“ Monday,” 

Mr. Catching called for a division of the question. 

The vote was first taken on striking out, which was lost. 

Mr. Catching called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are 
as follows, to wit : 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Bell, Beene, Brooke, 
Drane, Hodges, McDugald, Pettus, Reynolds, Stone, Stewart, 
Sharkey and White—14 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Catching, Cannon, Carter, Cothran, Davis, 
Golladay, Gilleland, Greer, Hughes, McAfee, Ramsay, Singleton, 
Torrey, Talliaferro, Thompson Tait and Whitfield—17 votes. 

The question was then taken on concurring in said resolution, 
which was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Carter called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Messrs. Catching, Cannon, Carter, Davis, Golladay, 
Gilleland, Greer, Hughes, McAfee, Ramsay, Singleton, Torrey, 
Talliaferro, Thompson, Tait and Whitfield—16 votes. 

Nays—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Brooke, Bell, Beene, 
Cothran, Drane, Hodges, McDugald, Pettus, Reynolds, Stewart, 
Stone, Sharkey and White—15 votes. 

Mr. Sharkey, from a select comittee, made the following re- 
port, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpent: The committee to whom was referred the 
petition of sundry citizens of the counties of Hinds, Madison, : 
Rankin, and Simpson, praying for the organization of a new 
county, to be called “Pearl,” have had the same under consider- 
ation, and have instructed me to report, that in the opinion of 
your committee, it is inexpedient to legislate upon the subject mat- 
ter of the petition at the present session, and ask to bedis- 
charged, which was read, and on motion of Mr. Sharkey, was 
received and agread to. - 

On motion of Mr. Hughes, leave was granted him to call from 
the table a bill, to be entitled an act to repeal the first section of 
an act. entitled an act in relation to the sixteenth section funds in 
Noxubee and Coahoma counties, approved March 4th, 1850, so 
far as the said first section applies to Noxubee county. 

On the further motion of Mr. Hughes, the rule was suspended, 
the bill considered as engrossed, the bill read the third time and 
passed ; ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

Mr. Drane asked and obtained leave to mtroduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act to incorporate the Yalobusha Female Institute, in 
the town of Grenada, Yalobusha county, which was read the first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Drane, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 
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On the further motion of Mr. Drane, the rule was further sus- 
pended, and the bill considered as engrossed, ‘read the third time 
and passed ; ordered that the title thereof- be as stated. 

Mr. Cothran, from a select committee, made the following re- 
port, to wit : 

Mr. Presipenr: The committee to. whom was referred the 
petition of W. H. Curtis and others, have had the same under 
consideration, and have instructed me to report the following bill 
and recommend its passage : 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Cothran, was received 
and agreed to,, and the bill therein reported, to be entitled an act 
to amend an act, to incorporate the Commissioners of the town of 
Irwin, in the county of Carroll, was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cothran, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Cothran, the rule was further sus- 
pended, the bill considered as engrossed, read the third time and 
passed ; ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act to change the name of the Missis- 
sippi Academy, and to authorize the institution to loan its funds, 
was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Cannon, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On motion of Mr. White; the rule was further suspended, the 
bili considered as engrossed, read the third time and passed; or- 
dered that the title thereof be.as stated. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend an act, Incorporating the 
Town of Pass Christian ; approved 9th March, 1850, was read 
the first time, 

A bill to be entitled an act to Incorporate the Euclid Male and 
Female Academy, in the county of Tishemingo, was read the first 
time. 

On motion of Mr. Drane, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

Mr. Drane moved. that the rule be further suspended, the bill 
be considered as engrossed, read the third time and put upon its 
passage, which was lost. 

Mr. Pettus asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill, to be 
entitled an act, supplemental to an act passed 29th Nov ember, 
1850, entitled an act, to provide for a Convention of the people of 
‘the State of Mississippi, which was read the first time. 

Mr. Pettus moved that the rule be suspended, and the bill read 
‘he second time by title, which was adopted. 

Mr. Singleton called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are 
as follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Mr. President, Messrs. Alcorn, Bell, Beene, Catching, 
Cannon, Carter, Cothran, Drane, Davis, Golladay, Gilleland, 
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Hodges, Hughes, McDugald, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, Singleton, 
Stone, Stewart, Talliaferro and Whitfield—23 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Brooke, Reynolds, Sharkey, Tait and White— 
5 votes. 

Mr. Alcorn offered the following amendment, to wit : 

“ Strike out the four last lines of the 1st section,” which was 
read, and on motion of Mr. Alcorn, was adopted. 

Mr. Pettus offered the following amendment, to wit: 

Amend by adding “and 30 days notice of the time of holding 
the said election” shall be given in the manner prescribed in the 
act to which this is a supplement, which was read, and on motion 
of Mr. Pettus, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, the rule was suspended, the bill 
as amended considered as engrossed, read the third time- and 
passed. 

Mr. White called for the yeas and nays thereon, which are as 
follows, to wit: 

Yeas—Mr. President; Messrs. Alcorn, Bell, Braile, Catching, 
Cannon, Carter, Cothran, Drane, Davis, Golladay, Gilleland, 
Greer, Hodges, Hughes, McDugald, McAfee, Pettus, Ramsay, 
Singleton, Stone, Stewart, Talliaferro, Thompson and Whitfield— 
25 votes. 

Nays—Messrs. Brooke, Reynolds, Sharkey, Tait, and White 
——5 votes. 

Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

Thefollowing message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Prestipent: The House of Representatives have passed 
a bill of the following title, to wit: 

An act to accept a grant of land to the State of Mississippi, by 
the Cofigress of the United States, fo aid in the construction of 
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and for other purposes, in which 
the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

Mr. Brooke asked and obtained leave to spread upon the jour- 
nal the following protest : 

The undersigned members of the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi, when met in obedience to the proclamation of his 
Excellency the Governor, in November 1850, beg leave to present 
this our solemn protest against the act, entitled “an act to call a 
Convention of the people of the State.” It declares that the 
sovereign will of the people should be expressed by means of a 
Convention, in reference to wrongs done and threatened this State — 
by the general Government ; and it provides that delegates shall 
be elected. to such Convention. and that it shall meet in November 
next. The-act proposes to call into action the sovereign power of 
the State. When the Convention assembles, it will possess, and 
may exercise all the sovereign power of the people of the State, 
or it will possess no power whatever. If the sovereign power of 
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the State be centered in it; there can be no limit prescribed by us. 
It may alter, abolish, or change the whole form of our government; 
it may substitute a monarchy or aristocracy, and if it should pos- 
sess no power, it may prove mischievous in the attempts to assume 
it. Has the. Legislature the power to call such a Convention? 
Can it so-far control and direct sovereign power as to require the 
people to exercise it? We deny it. There is no such authority 
given us, and we cannot exert it; all political power is inberent 
in the people ; government emanates from this power, being or- 
dainéed and established by the people, to secure their liberty and 
happiness. Their freedom consists in the possession of the su- 


preme power, and in confiding the duty of governments to their 


agents, they have not only reserved the sovereign power to them- 
selves, and prohibit their agents from its exercise, but the more 
effectually and surely to prove it, they have divided the duties of 
their agents and different departments, each one moves as a check 
upon the other. The powers of government must be restricted 
and kept separate, or there is no liberty. If the same body of 
men may legislate, adjudicate, and administer or execute the laws, 
it is plain their will would not be omnipotent. Hence, the con- 
stitution divides the powers of the government, and legislative 
power is confined to one body of men, executive power to another, 
and judicial power to a third. But all these powers are of course 
subordinate to the supreme or sovereign power of the people them- 
selves. The Constitution is the source and limit of the power of 
each department, and no department can so enlarge or extend the 
sphere of its activity, as to control or direct the supreme power, 
without express authority to do so. Even the people themselves, 
cannot exert their sovereign power in a manner different from 
that which they have prescribed in the Constitution. By that in- 
strument they are bound; it is the covenant of the people with 
each other ; it is the only bulwark and shield of the minority; it 
was designed to give permanency to the government, and to secure 
equality, by confining each department of the government within 
its prescribed limits. It is unalterable except by the prescribed 
mode ; and as there is a mode prescribed that operates necessarily 
as a limitation on the sovereign or supreme power voluntarily im- 
posed by the people, it is a covenant that it shall not be brought 


into action at all, except in that peculiar way; but it may be 


brought into action in a different way; it may act without restric- 
tion, for a people assembled in Convention, are above the Consti- 
tution. By this bill, we disregard the restriction in the Constitu- 
tion; we devise a new way by which the sovereign will may be 
expressed. The Constitution gives us existence as a body, and 
warrants us with legislative powers, nothing more; that is legis- 
lative power subordinate to the Constitution. Do we now exercise 
legislative power as it is, or is it sovereign power? We say the 
people shall have a Convention, that they shall exercise their sove- 
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reign power ; very plainly this is something more than legislative 
power; it is a mandate tó sovereign power, which is thereby 
brought into action without the authority of the people, and 
clothed with authority to say to the people, you shall go into Con- 
vention and exercise your supreme power. This is a command ‘to 
that which is above us. Look to the Constitution for your autho- 
rity, you find none such there. The people themselves cannot 
alter the Constitution ; cannot’ exercise their supreme power ex- 
cept by a vote of two-thirds of the Legislature, after the proposed 
change has been read each day for three days, then published six 
months, and then approved by a majority of the popular votes. 
This is of necessity, a limitation of the supreme power. This 
bill dispenses with with this ceremony ; it warrants a.new way by 
which the sovereign will may be declared, and utterly obliterates 
this feature of the Constitution. But thisis not the only objection 
to it. By what authority is it that we say to the people, the whole 
of your supreme power should be vested in and exercised by any 
given number of Representatives ? Have we the power to limit 
the number of agents through whom the people may act? We 
have no authority to say to them you shall confer your power to 
agents; If we can do so, we may as well appoint the agents. 
This is really the exercise of sovereign power ; it is defining and 
limiting the rights of the people. Each man in this community 
is equal in political power. ‘So says the bill of rights; and if a 
Convention is to meet, each man has the right to go there and 
speak for himself, unless he himself has restiicted this power. 
But in this bill they are not regarded as equals; some are to have 
more rights in the Convention than others, and the political power 
of some is actually transferred to others. The bill of rights also 
declares that all political power is inherent in the people, and all 
free governments are founded on their authority, and established 
for their benefit, and therefore they have at all times an inaliena- 
ble and indefinable right to alter or abolish their form of govern- 
ment in such manner as they may deem expedient. We are 
devising a way to alter or abolish the government, without the 
permission or consent of the people by legislative power, although 
the last section of the bill of rights to guard against transgressions, 
excepts everything in that article out of the general powers of 
government, and declares that they shall ever remain inviolate. 
This bill establishes a new and dangerous precept. The Legis- 
lature assumes to say when the supreme power shall be exercised, _ 
although the people reserve these rights to themselves. And it is 
no answer to say the people may approve or disapprove what the 
Convention does; that does not enlarge the power; each depart- 
ment of the Government must confine itself within the proper limit ; 
not only must it not encroach on the other departments, but least of 
all must it encroach on the rights of the people. We possess but legis- 
lative power ; this does not enable us to clothe the Convention with 
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supreme power. If it is to exercise such, it must derive it from 
the people through the Constitution, by the means and through the 
forms there prescribed; -for even they cannot invest it with given 
power in a different way. It must trace its.title to power through 
the Constitution. It is not the mere election of the people which 
confers supreme power ; this is the mere selection of an individual 
to exercise an existing power. . It was not our election that con- . 
ferred upon us legislative power, but it was the Constitution, and 
that instrument must confer power on the delegates to the Conven- 
tion, or they will have none. We are not content to let this bill 
pass with our mere negatives, we wish to disclaim power over the 
subject and on behalf and in the name of our constituents, in pro- 
test against it. . a 
November 30, 1850. W. BROOKE, 
J. E. SHARKEY, 
JAMES J. WHITE, 
J. V. HODGES, 
A. E. RUNNELS, 
JAMES M. TAIT. 

‘Which was réad, and on motion of Mr. Brooke, was ordered 
to-be spread on the journal. 

The ‘ollowing message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit : 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have passed 

a bill to be entitled “an act supplemental to an act, to promote 
Common Schools in this State,” in which they desire the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 
_ They have also passed a bill from the Senate, to be entitled 
“an act to amend the several laws in force, providing for the 
erection and repairs of Levees, in the counties of Desoto, Issaque- 
na, and Washington, and for taxing the Internal Improvement 
Lands, held by the State in said counties of Bolivar, Issaquena, 
and Washington. * 

They have also passed the following joint resolution : 

“ Resolved, the Senate concurring, that the two Houses meet in 
the Hall of Representatives, in convention, for the purpose of the 
election of a Commissioner of the Lunatic Asylum, forthwith,” 
in which I am instructed to desire the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Sharkey, from a select committee, made the following re- 
port, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The committee, to whom was referred the 
petition of Claiborne Steele, Sheriff of Warren County, have had 
the same under consideration, and have instructed me to report, 
that in the opinion of your committee, the bill passed by the Senate 
at the present session, makes ample provision for the correction of 
technical errors in the reports of tax collectors, and that no'special 
legislation upon the subject is necessary, and ask to be discharged; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Sharkey, was received 
and agreed to. l , 
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On motion of Mr. Sharkey, leave was granted him to withdraw 
the petition accompanying said report. : ee 

Mr. Drane, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit : 7 ` k 

Mr. Presipent: The committee on Enrolled Bills, have ex- 
amined “an act to change the name of the “ Mississippi Acade- 
my.” and to authorize the institution to loan its funds at the rate of 
ten per cent. per annum.” ’ And find the same correctly enrolled. 

The President signed the bill therein reported. _ 

Mr. Sharkey moved that the vote be taken on this morning re- 
fusing to suspend the rule, so that'a bill to be entitled an act to 
Incorporate Euclid Male and Female Academy in Tishemingo, 
might be read the third time and put on its passage, be recon- 
sidered, which was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, the rule was suspended, the bill 
considered as éngrossed, read the third time and passed; ordered 
that the title thereof be as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Tait, leave was granted him to call from the 
table a bill, to be entitled an act to authorize the administrator of 
the estate of Christopher Bullard, deceased, to sell the same. 

Mr.,.Tait moved that the rule be suspended, the bill be read the 
third time and put on its passage, which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, the last message received from the 
House of Representatives, was taken up. ; 

On motion of Mr. Reynolds, the House bill therein reported, to 
be entitled an act, supplemental to an act, to promote Common 
Schools in this State; approved March 9th, 1850, was read the 
first time. - 

Mr. Carter moved that the rule be suspended, and the bill be 
read the second time by title, which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, leave was granted him to call up a 
bill to be entitled an act, to accept a grant of land to the State of 
Mississippi, by the Congress of the United States, to aid in the 
construction of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and for other pur- 
poses, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Carter, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the ‘second time by title. l i 

On the further motion of Mr. Carter, the rule was further sus- 
pended, the bill read the third time, and passed; ordered that the 
title thereof be as stated. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, leave was granted him‘to call up 
a resolution of the House of Representatives in relation `to the 
election of Commissioner of the Lunatic Asylum. ` 

On the further motion of Mr. Whitfield, said resolution was 
concurred in. Se de wi 

Mr. Bell submitted the following resolution, to wit : a 

Resolved, That the. resolution adopted by both Houses to adjourn 
sine die, at 4 o’clock r. m., this day, be, and the same is hereby 
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recinded, and that the hour of adjournment be postponed until 8 
o'clock Pr. m., the House of Representatives concurring ; 

Which was read the first. time... : 

Mr. Alcorn offered the follawing amendment : 

Strike ont “8 o’clock,” which was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the rule was suspended, the resolution 
read the second time and adopted. 

Mr, Singleton submitted the following resolution, to wif : 

Resolved, That the Senate will take up no business during the 
present session, except messages from the House, messages from 
the Governor, or reports from committees; __ 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr, Singleton, was concur- 
red in. 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, made 
the following report, to wit: 

The joint standing committee on Enrolled Bills, have this day 
examined a bill of the following title, to wit » 

“ An act to provide for a-Convention of the people of the State 
of Mississippi,” and have found the same correctly enrolled, which 
was read, and on motion of Mr. Gilleland, was received and 
agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Pettus, the Senate took a recess for half an 
hour. 

Recess having expired, the Senate met. 

A quorum not being present, on motion of Mr. Stewart, the Se- 
nate took a recess until 4 o’clock P. m. 

Recess having expired, the Senate met. 

A quorum not being present, on motion of Pettus, a call of the 
Senate was had. 

A quorum appearing, a further call of the Senate was dispen- 
sed with. 

___ The follwing message..was received from his Excellency the 
Governor, through his private Secretary Mr. McDonald, to wit : 

Mr. Presipent: I am instructed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, to inform the Senate that he has this day approved and 
signed a bill of the following title, to wit: 

An act to provide for a Convention of the people of the State 
of Mississippi. 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit : 

Mr. Presrpent: The committee on enrolled bills, beg leave 
to make the following report : 

The committee on Enrolled bills, have this day examined bills 
of the following titles, to wit: 

An act to-be entitled an act to amend the several laws in force 
providing for the erection and repairs of Levees in the counties of 
Desoto, Tunica, Bolivar, Issaquena, and Washington, and for tax-- 
ing the Internal Improvement Lands, held by the State, in said 
counties of Bolivar, Issaquena; and Washington. 
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An act to authorize the Boárds of Police in certain counties 
therein named, to levy a tax for county purposes, and have found 
the same correctly enrolled, whieh was read, and on motion’ of 
Mr. Gilleland, was received and agreed to. 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit; yo, 

Mr. Prestpenr: The joint standing committee on Enrolled 
Bills, have this day presented to his Excellency the Governor, for 
his approbation and signature, Bills of the following titles, viz : 

“An act to provide for a Convention of the people of the State 
of Mississippi,” and an“ Aet to change the name of the Missis- 
sippi Academy, and to authorize the Institution to loan its funds at 
the rate of ten per cent. per annum,” which was read, and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Gilleland, was received and agreed to. - 

The following message was received from thé House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives have concurred 
in the resolution of the Senate rescinding the joint resolutions 
adopted by both Houses, fixing upon the hour of adjournment, and 
have made the following amendment thereto: 

“ Provided no new business shall be acted on in this House 
after 4 o’clock ;” and have passed a bill to be entitled an act 
making certain appropriations therein named, in which the con- 
currence of the Senate is requested. 

On motion of Mr. Pettus, the message was taken up, and the 
amendment therein reported read; and on the further motion of 
Mr. Pettus, was concurred in. ` 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The Hall of the House of Representatives 
is now in readiness for the reception of the Senate, to the end that 
the two Houses, in conformity with a joint resolution, proceed to the 
election of a Commissioner of the Lunatic Asylum ; 

And forthwith the Senáte proceeded to the hall of the House, 
and took the seats assigned them. 

The President having explained the object of the joint assemblage 
of the two Houses, to be, for the purpose of electing a Commissioner 
of the Lunatic Asylum, to fill a vacancy which had occurred since 
the last session of the Legislature,- 

The Honorable John I. Guion, of the Senate, nominated H. 
Hilzheim, of the city of Jackson. . 

The Honorable Mr. Marble, of the House, nominated L. W. 
Petrie, of the city of Jackson. : 

On motion of Mr. Bell, of the Senate, the election was conduct- 
ed viva voce; and forthwith the Secretary of the Senate ańd Clerk 
of the House of Representatives proceeded to call their respective 
rolls; when, on the first ballot; the vote stood as follows, to wit: `- 

L. W. Petrie received 51 votes, 
H. Hilzheim received 34 votes. 
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Those who voted-for Mr. Petrie, are: 

Senators—Messrs. Alcorn; Catching, Cothran, Hodges, Pettus, 
Ramsay, Tait, and Whitfield—8 votes. ` = 

Representatives: Messrs. Aldridge, Ashe, Bynum, Byrn, Barry 
Barden, Brooke, Baker, of Pontotoc; Casz'i;, Catchings, Crusoe, 
Durr, Dampier, Estelle, Ellis, Griffin, Harrison, Henry: Jenkins, 
Johnson, Kelley, Kirkland, Lynch, Magee, Martin, Metcalf; Marble, 
Myers, McNabb, Nabors, Nelson, Powell, Stewart, of Marion ; 
Smedes, Smith, Thomas, of Marshall ; Thomas, of Yazoo: Tison, 
Vaiden, Weathersby, Webb, Welsh and Young—43 votes. 

Those who voted for Mr. Hillzheim are, 

Senators: Mr. President, Messrs. Bell, Berry, Carter, Davis, 
Gilleland, Greer, Hughes, McDugald, Reynolds, Singleton, Stone, 
Stewart, Talliaferro and White—15 votes. - 

Representatives: Mr. Speaker, Messrs, Barton, Brown, Baker, 
Bell, Buford, Collins, Dunlap, Echols, Gatlin, Kimball, Nash, 
Regan, of Claiborne; Regan, of Yazoo, Rogers, Stuart of 
Wilkinson, Starke and Trussell—19 votes. i 

The President announced that inasmuch as Mr. Petrie had re- 
ceived a majority of all the votes cast, he was duly and constitu- . 
tionally elected Commissioner of the Lunatic Asylum, to fill the 
unexpired term of said office. 

The two houses having accomplished the object of their joint 
assemblage, the Senate withdrew to their chamber. 

‘Mr. Berry, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpent: The joint standing committee on Enrolled 
Bills, have this day examined Enrolled Bills of the following titles, 
to wit: 

“An act to incorporate the Euclid Male and Female Academy, 
in the county of Tishemingo.” : 

“An act to accept a grant of land to the State of Mississippi, 
by the Congress of the United States, to aid in the construction of 
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and for other purposes ;” 

And find the same correctly enrolled ; 

-Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Berry, was received 
and agreed to. > 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit : ty 

The.committee on Enrolled Bills, have this day presented to 
his Excellency the Governor, for his approval and signature, ‘bills 
of the following titles: 

An act to be entitled an act to amend the several laws in force, 
providing for the erection of Levees in the connties of Desoto, 
Tunica; Bolivar, Issaquena, and Washington, and for taxing the 
Internal Improvement Larids, held by the State, in said counties 
of Bolivar, Issaquéna and ‘Washington. 
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An act to authorize the Board of Police in certain counties 
therein named, to levy a tax for county purposes, whieh was read, 
and on motion ‘of Mr. Gilleland, was received and agreéd to... °° 

The following message was received from the. House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit : : 

Mr. Presmpent: The House of Representatives have passed 
a Senate Bill of the following title, to wit: 

“A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of W. D. Robbins, 

and Benjamin C. Earle. 

On motion of Mr, Catching, leave was granted him to call 
from the table a bill, to be entitled an act to make certain appro- 
priations therein named, which was read the first time. 

On the further motion of Mr. Catching, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read the second time by title. 

Mr. Bell offered the following amendment, to wit 

“That Henry Mattau be allowed the sum of $22.50 for servi- 
ces rendered the Senate,” which was read, and on motion of Mr. 
Bell, was adopted. 

Mr. Guion offered the following amendment, to wit : 

“For printing done the Senate, $1044 60.” 

‘ “For printing done the House of Representatives, $1291 55,” 
which was read, and on motion of Mr. Guion, was adopted. 

Mr. Hodges offered the following amendment, to wit : 

“ Article 13, fill blank with $16 25;” 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Hodges, was adopted. 

Mr. Pettus offered the following amendments, to wit : 

‘ To John T. Hull, for sundries furnished for use of the Capitol, 
$41 58.” 

“To Archibald Reede, for cleaning chandeliers, washing chair 
boards, mending carpets, &c., $35 00. 

“To Mrs. Kennon, for services of boy Jeffry, cutting wood, 
$12 00. . 

“To Edward Farrall, for halling water, $8 00,” 

Which were read, and on motion of Mr. Pettus, were adopted, 

Mr. McDugald offered the following amendment, to wit : 

- “Amend. by an additional section—By inserting the amount of 
$38 10 to Niel Patterson, for services rendered according to 
voucher accompanying the said amount ;” also, 

“The sum of $44 00 to James Carpenter, Sheriff of Perry 
County, for services rendered as stated in the voucher accompany- 
ing said claim,” which was read, and on motion of Mr. McDu- 
gald, was adopted. 

Mr. Guion offered the following amendment, to wit: 

“Art——-To E. P. Russell, clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives, the.sum of $18 00 for three days’ services after the ad- 
journment of the Legislature, in bringing up the journals of the 
House,” which was read, and on motion of Mr. Guion, was re- 
ceived and agreed to. 
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Mr. Whitfield offered the following amendment, to wit : 

'« To William Cavanah, $50 00: for extra pay as door keeper 
to the Senate, during’ its present session,” which was read, and 
on motion of Mr. Whitfield, was adopted." ` 

‘Mr. Whitfield offered the following amendment, to wit: 

“To J. A. Orr, Secretary of the Senate, $18 00 for services 
rendered.in bringing up and compléting the journals of the Se- 
nate, after the adjournment of the Legislature,” which was read, 
and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Greer, the rule was further suspended, the 
amendments considered as engrossed with the bill, the bill as 
amended, read the third time and passed; ordered that the title 
thereof be as stated. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, viz : 

Mr. Prestpent. The Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives have signed acts ‘of the following titles, to wit : $ 

“An act to accept a grant of land to the State of Mississippi, 
by the Congress of the United States, to aid in the construction 
of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and for other purposes.” 

“An act to incorporate the Euclid Male and Female Academy, 
` in the county of 'Tishemingo,” which are herewith presented for 
the signature of the President of the Senate : 

The President signed the bills therein named. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor, through his private Secretary, Mr. McDonald, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent,: I am instructed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, to inform the Senate, that he has this day approved and 
signed bills of the following titles, to witi: l l 

“An act to authorize the Boards of Police in certain counties 
therein named, to lay a tax for county purposes.” l 

“An act to amend the several laws in force, providing for the 
erection and repairs of Levees in the counties of Desoto, Tunica, 
Bolivar, Issaquena and Washington, and for taxing the Internal 
Improvement Lands held by the State in said counties of Bolivar, 
Issaquena and Washington. 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit : 

. The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have this day examined a 
bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of W. D. Robins and Ben- 
jamin C. Earle, and have found the same correctly enrolled, which 
was read, and on motion of Mr. Gilleland. was received and 
agreed to. * i 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, viz: 

Mr. Presipent: The House has passed a bill to be entitled 
an act to amend the levée laws of Bolivar county, in which I am 
instructed to request the concurrence of the Senate. 

Mr. Whitfield offered the following resolution, viz: 
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Resolved, That our thanks are due, and hereby tendered to the 
Hon. John J, Guion, President'of the Senate, for the dignified, 
able and impartial manner with which he has presided over our 
deliberations, during the present'session ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Whitfield, unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have this day presented to 
his Excellency the Gavernor, for his approval and signature, a 
bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of W. D. Robbins and 
Benjamin C. Earle ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Gilleland, was received 
and agreed to. cae 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, leave was granted him to call 
from the table a bill, to be entitled an act to amend the Levee 
laws of Bolivar county, which was read the first time : 

On the further motion of Mr. Singleton, the rule was suspended, 
and the bill read the second time by title ; 

And on the further motion of Mr. Singleton, the rule was fur- 
ther suspended, the bill read the third time and passed. 

Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 

. Governor, through his private Secretary Mr. McDonald, to wit : 

Mr. Presrpent: I am instructed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, to inform the Senate that he has this day approved and 
signed a bill of the following title, to wit: - _ 

An act to be entitled an act for the benefit of Wm. D. Robbins 
and Benjamin C. Earle. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Presrpenr: The House of Representatives have passed 
bills from the Senate of the following titles : f 

A bill to be entitled an act for the Relief of Tax Collectors, 
and a bill to Incorporate the Hernando Female Academy: 

Mr. Whitfield moved to re-consider the vote taken on this even- 
ing to suspend the rule, 

So that a bill to be entitled an act, supplemental to an act to 
promote Common Schools in this State; approved March 9, 1850, 
might be read the third time, and be put on its passage, which 
was lost. a 

Mr. Drane, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit . 

Mr. Prestipent: The joint standing committee on Enrolled 
Bills, have this day examined “an act to amend the Levee laws 
of Bolivar county, and have found the same correctly enrolled; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Drane, was received 


and agreed to. 
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Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit : 

The committee: on Enrolled Bills, have this day examined bills 
of the following titles ; 

An act to be entitled an act to amend an act to Incorporate the 
Hernando Female Academy ; 

A bill to be entitled an act for the benefit of tax Collectors ; 

And have found the same cerrectly enrolled, which was read, 
and on-motion of Mr. Gilleland, was received and agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. Singleton, the Senate took a recess for forty 
minutes; 


Recess having expired, the Senate met. 
A quorum not being present, on motion of Mr. Drane, a call 
of the Senate was had: 


A quorum appearing, on motion of Mr. Catching, a further call 
of the Senate was dispensed with. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have passed 
a Senate bill, to be entitled an act for the relief of Thomas Hol- 
liday, late tax-collector of Copiah county. 

Mr. Drane, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpent: The joint standing committee on Enrolled 
Bills, have this day examined a bill for the relief of Thomas Hol- 
liday, late tax-collector of Copiah county, and have found the same 
correctly enrolled; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Irane, the report was 
received and agreed to. 

Mr. :Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have this day presented to his 
Excellency the Governor, for his approval and signature, bills of 
the following titles : 

An act to amend an act to Incorporate the Hernando Female 
Academy; 

An act for the benefit of tax-collectors ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Gilleland, was received 
and agreed to. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor, through his private Secretary Mr. McDonald, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpent: I am instructed by his Excellency the Gov- 
emor, to inform the Senate, that he has this day approved and 
signed bills of the following titles, to wit : 

An act for the relief of Tax Collectors ; 

An act to amend an act, entitled an act to Incorporate the Her- 
nando Female Academy. 

Mr. Drane submitted the following resolution, to wit : 
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Resolved, That a committee. of three on the part of the Senate, 
and———on the part of the House of Representatives, be appointed 
to wait upon his Excellency, and inform him, that both Houses of 
the Legislature have discharged the business before them, and are 
now ready to adjourn, if he has no further communication to make 
to them, which was read the first time. 

On motion of Mr. Drane, the rule- was suspended, the resolution 
read the second time and adopted. oe Ps song 

Messrs. Drane. Talliaferro and Tait, were appointed said com- 
mittee, on the part of the Senate. i 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit: œ ET - 

Mr. Presipent: The joint committee on Enrolled Bills, have 
this day presented to his Excellency the Governor, for his appro- 
val and signature, a bill of the following title, to wit: 

An act for the relief of Thomas Holliday, late tax-collector of 
Copiah county; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Gilleland, was received 
and agreed to. P oo 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor, through his private Secretary Mr. McDonald, to wit: 

Mr. Presipentr: I am instructed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, to inform the Senate that he has approved and signed a bill 
of the following title, to wit: 

An act for the relief of Thomas Holliday, late tax-collector of 
Copiah County. oe 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpenr: The House of Representatives have adopted 
the following joint resolution : > 

Resolved, the Senate concurring, that the joint resolution fixing 
the hour of 8 o’clock for the adjournment of the Legislature, be 
rescinded ; a concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

On motion of Mr. Singleton, said message was taken up and 
read. 

Mr. Greer moved to amend said resolution, by inserting “ 12 
o’clock,” which was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Drane, the Senate concurred in said resolu- 
tion, as amended. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives have coucur- 
red in tle several amendments made by the Senate to the Gene- 
ral Appropriation Bill, except the two appropriations to Messrs. 
Fall & Marshall: They have disagreed to the amendments made 
by the Senate to those two items, and have amended them by strik- 
ing out $1045 60, and inserting in lieu thereof, $941 85, and 
by striking out $1291 55, and inserting $987 80; in which I 
am instructed to desire the concurrence of the Senate. 
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On motion of Mr. Carter, said message was taken up and read. 

Mr. Carter moved that the amendment be concurred in, which 
was lost. 

“The following’ message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to, wit : 

Mr. Presipenr: The House of Representatives have concur- 
red in the amendment made by the Senate to resolution fixing the 
hour of adjournment of the Legislature sine die. - 

They have passed a bill to be entitled an act for the relief of 
A ames M. Parker, of Coahoma County, which originated in the 

enate, 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk, Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpevr: The House of Representatives have passed 
bills of the-Senate, of the following titles, to wit: 

A bill to be entitled an act to repeal the first section of an act, 
entitled “an act in relation to the sixteenth section funds in Noxu- 
bee and Coahoma Counties;” approved March 4th, 1850; so 
far as the said first section applies to Noxubee County. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of County 
Police of Yazoo County, to sell the public buildings and other pro- 
perty belonging to said County, in the town of Benton, in said 
County. 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, fade the 
following report, to wit : 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have this day examined a bill 
of the following title, to wit: - 

An act for the relief of James M. Parker, of anos county; 
and found the same correctly enrolled ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Gilleland, was received 
and agreed to. 

The following .message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit : 

Mr. Presipenr: The House of Representatives have receded 
from the amendments made by them to the Senate amendments to 
the bill making certain appropriations therein named. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: The House have passed a bill to be entitled 
an act to legalize the proceedings of the Board of Police of Sun- 
flower County; 

The concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, the bill therein reported, to be en- 
titled an act to legalize the proceedings of the Board of Police of 
Sunflower County, was read the first time ; ; 

On motion of Mr. Guion, the rule was suspended, and the bill 
read the second time by title. 

On the further motion of Mr. Guion, the rule was further sus- 
pended, the bill read the third time and passed; 
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Ordered that the title thereof be as stated. 

Mr. Gilleland, from’ the committee on Enrolled Bills, made 
the following report, to wit : 

Mr. Presrpent: The committee on Enrolled Bills, have this 
day presented -to his Excellency the Governor, for his approval 
and signature, a bill of the following title, to wit: 

An act for the relief of James M. Parker, of Coahoma County; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Gilleland, was received 
and agreed to. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor, through his private Secretary, Mr. McDonald, viz: 

Mr. Presipenr: I am instructed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, to inform the Senate that he has approved and signed a 
bill of the following title, to wit : 

An act for the relief of James M. Parker, of Coahoma County. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit : 

Mr. Presrpenr: The House have passed the Senate bill for 
the relief of Hugh Morrow, a-revolutionary soldier ; 

Also, the Senate’s resolution for the relief of Ufon. F. M. 
Rogers. 

The following message was received from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, through their clerk Mr. Russell, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpent: The House have passed a Senate bill, to be 
entitled an act to amend an act to Incorporate the Town of New 
Albany, in Pontotoc County; 

Also, a bill to change the name of Mary D. Brooks. 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the 
following report, to wit: 

The committee on Enrolled Bills, have this day examined bills 
of the following titles, to wit : 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the Board of Police of 
Yazoo County, to sell the public buildings and other property be- 
longing to said county, in the Town of Benton, in said Yazoo 
County. 

An act to repeal the first section of an act, entitled an act in 
relation to the sixteenth section funds of Noxubee and Coahoma 
Counties ; approved March 4th, 1850, so far as the said first 
section applies to Noxubee County. 

A resolution for the relief of the Hon. F. M. Rogers; 

An act for the relief of Hugh Morrow, a revolutionary soldier ; 

And found the same correctly enrolled ; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Gilleland, was received 
and agreed to. 

The following message was received from his Excellency the 
Governor, through his private Secretary Mr. McDonald, to wit: 

Mr. Presipent: I am instructed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, to inform the Senate, that he has approved and signed a bill 
of the following title, to wit: 
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An act to repeal the first section of an act, entitled an ʻact in 
relation to the sixteenth section fund in Noxubee and Coahoma 
Counties ; approved March 4th, 1850, so far as the said first sec- 
tion applies to Noxubee County; 

An act to authorize the Board of County Police of Yazco 
County, to sell the public buildings and other property belonging 
to said County, in the Town of Benton, in said County; 

An act for the relief of Hugh Morrow, a revolutionary soldier ; 

An act for the relief of the Hon. F.-M. Rogers. l 

Mr. Drane, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, made the fol- 
lowing report, to wit: 

Mr. Prestpenr: The joint- standing committee on Enrolled 
Bills, have this day examined bills of the following titles, to wit : 

An act to Incorporate the Town of New Albany, -in the Coun- 
ty of Pontotoc ; > 

Anact to change the name of Mary D. Brooks ; 

And found the same correctly enrolled ; 

Which were read, and on motion of Mr. Drane, was received 
and agreed to. 

Mr. Gilleland, from the committee on Enrolled bills, made the 
following report, to wit: 

Mr. Presrpent: The joint standing committee on Enrolled 
Bills, have this day presented bills of the following titles, to his 
Excellency the G&vernor, for his approval and signature. 

An act to Incorporate the Town of New Albany in the County 
of Pontotoc ; 

An act to change the name of Mary D. Brooks ; 

An act to legalize the proceedings of the Board of Police of 
Sunflower County; 

Which was read, and on motion of Mr. Gilleland, was received 
and agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the Senate took a recess for twenty 
minutes. 

Recess having expired, the Senate was called to order. 

~Mr. Gilleland, from the joint standing committee on Enrolled 
Bills, made the following report, to wit: 
~ Mr. Presipent: The joint standing committee on Enrolled 
' Bills, have this day presented to his Excellency the Governor, 
for his approval and signature, a bill of the following title : 

An act making certain appropriations therein named. 

The following message was received from his Excellency Gov- 
ernor Quitman, by Mr. McDonald, his private Secretary, to wit : 

Mr. Prestpenr: [am instructed by his Excellency the Gov- 
ernor, to inform the Senate that he has approved and signed a 
bill of the following title, to wit: 

‘An act to Incorporate the Town of New Albany in the county. 
of Pontotoc. 

A message from the House by Mr. Russell ; 
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Mr Prestpent: The House have concurred in the resolution 
of the Senate raising a committee to wait on his Excellency the 
Governor, and inform him that both Houses of the Legislature 
have discharged the business before them, and are now ready to 
adjourn if he has no further communication to make to them ; 

And have appointed on the part of the House, Messrs. Young, 
Welch, Webb, Thomas of Yazoo, and Lewis. 

Mr. Drane, chairman of said committee on behalf of the Se- 
nate, reported that the duty imposed upon the committee, had been 
discharged, and that his Excellency Governor Quitman, had in- 
formed him that he had no further communication to make to the 
Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Alcorn, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be returned to J. A. 
Orr, the Secretary of the Senate, for the prompt, faithful, and 
efficient manner with which he has discharged the duties of his 
office, during the present session of the Legislature. 

On motion of Mr. Bell, the thanks of the Senate were unani- 
mously tendered to Mr. Cavanah, door-keeper, for the assiduity 
with which he had discharged his labors. 

On motion of Mr. Whitfield, the Secretary be instructed to in- 
form the House, that the Senate have finished the business before 
them, and are now ready to adjourn sine die. 

Mr. Russell communicated the following message from the 
House : 

Mr. Present: The House of Representatives have gone 
through the business before them, and are now ready to adjourn 
sine die: 

Whereupon, the President the Honorable John I. Guion, Sen- 
ator from the County of Hinds, addressed the Senate as follows: 


Gentlemen of the Senate: 
The hour has arrived when our labors for the present session ` 
are about to cease. I cannot perform my last act as your presiding 
olficer, without again renewing my grateful acknowledgments for 
the honor you conferred upon me in the organization of this body. , 
F thank you too, for the kind indulgence and support which I have 
s-peived tram each and every one of you, while discharging the 
viene aud inportan: duties devolved upon me as your presiding 
© a $ shallgart with s a with felings of regret that our in- 
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which was and is well calculated to produce much excitement, yet 
the deliberations of this body have been conducted in a spirit of 
moderation and calmness, and with a dignity and decorum which 
prove that a government based upon enlightened public opinion is ` 
never in danger from the discussion of the principles which give it: 
life and vigor. I congratulate you and the country upon the mea- ` 
sures which have been adopted by this Legislature, believing as I 
do that they will do much towards restoring harmony to our agi- į L. 
tated country, preserving the Constitution from further aggression, « 
and perpetuating that Union which our father’s achieved and 
handed down to us as an inheritance to be preserved and cherished 
as beyond all price, except degradation and dishonor. May you 
each and all return to your families and constituents, and be wel- 
come by the affectionate embraces of the one, and the hearty 
plaudits of the other. I shall probably never be associated with 
` you again in this chamber. We separate to-night probably for- 
ever. Take with you assurances of my warmest wishes for the 
prosperity and happiness of each and every one of you, and be- 
lieve me when I assure you that I shall bear in remembrance as 
long as I live, the many acts of courtesy and kindness I have expe- 
rienced at your hands. 
Į now pronounce the Senate adjourned sine die ; 
Whereupon the Senate adjourned. 
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